24 THE STAR 



THE STAR'S / 

XA, : r E x 

COMPUTINI Q A HIC HTECH 


A 

X. 


N 


0 


ill'll 


COMPANIES 

it You are invited to 
share in your news 
and activities with 
our readers. 

Fax your messages 
to us on 648298 or 
write to P.O. Box 
9323 Amman. 


A closer look 

Arabic computer books 
flood the market 


THERE HAS recently been a de¬ 
luge of Arabic computer books 
on the Jordanian market, re- 


Mac Office is a fairly balanced 
book including a good mixture 
of information important to Mac- 


Macintosh and utilizing the 
sheer power of some applica¬ 
tions available on the market. 


look at three publicat 
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intosh users in general and office Hie book starts out with simple 
workers using Macs in particu- applications like Mac Draw and 
lar. The book includes a brief in- 


tSHP 


«uMiv* 0 > mess books are A Dic¬ 
tionary of Computer Terms, Mac 
Office j (entitled Al-Macintosh 
Lil-Makatlb In Arabic) and a 
book called Al-Macintosh lit- 
Aamal EUFanlah. 

First, let's start off with A Dic- 
tionaiT of Computer Terms, 
which is a bilin¬ 
gual dictionary 
prepared by Sar¬ 
ah Special Enter¬ 
prises and which 
is definitely one 
of the best bilin¬ 
gual computer 
dictionaries I've 
ever seen. It's a 
170-page book 
including a short 
introduction 
about the history 
of computers and 
a colorful section 
ihcludlng basic 
computer terms 
with . pictures. 

Whether • you're 
looking for terms of computer 
ianguages, specialized software, 
all kinds of hardware, abbrevia¬ 
tions or even the names of lead- 
ln S,„ computer manufacturers,. 
you 11 find what you need. 
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followed by several operating in¬ 
structions and some nice tricks 
which Mac users should know. 
The author then goes on to dis¬ 
cuss the programs included in 
the Microsoft package "Mac Of¬ 
fice". These programs are 
Word", "Multiplan, the data¬ 
base "File" and 
the drawing 
program 
fi Draw B . 

There is a 
thorough inves¬ 
tigation into 
these programs, 
and anybody 
who does sit in 
front of a Mac¬ 
intosh with this 
book should 
master . the 
"Mac Office" 
package. 

The last book 
we're going to 
look at Is Al- 
Macintosh ill - 
Aamal El-Fanlah. People intend¬ 
ing to use their Macintoshes 
commercially will be particular¬ 
ly interested In this book, since it 
provides a step-by-step guide to 
using the artistic abilities of the 
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Mac Paint and thon moves on to 
m o« complicated applications. 

Those looks are simply a se¬ 
lection of the rather largo num¬ 
ber of publications available 
across all computer formats, In- 
eluding IBM ft:, MSX, Amiga 
and other computers. AH books 
cost around JD 4, and I suggest 
you write to Arab Scientific Pub¬ 
lishers and ask for a list of the 
txoks available. In the mean¬ 
time, keep your eyes peeled for 
any new books on the markot. ■ 


Computer Clinic 


about computers, mix sys¬ 
tems and hardware. Is such a 
book available in Jordan* and 
If so, how can I get It? 

Ohassan Louis Jobs, Fuheis 

writing In. Tve recently Come 
across such a dictionary, which 
<8 very good and which should 
y°«r needs. It's called "A 
Dictionary of Computer Terms", 


t I've seen. If what you're 


mputer hardware and software 
available, you can find all you 
need in a.good computer maga¬ 
zine. You can get this dictionary 
by ..writin g to Arab SclemKlb 
Publishers, PO BOX 13-5574 
Khatab 21713 LB, Beirut’ 
Lebanon. However, I think you 
will find pll that you iteed with¬ 
out having to write to anybody, 
Just visit any Jordanian publish^ 

should have what you 
neea H . * 


holds a seminar in 


Amman 

A SEMINAR on the latest in the 
^ publishing was orga¬ 
nized bv the "Al-Nasher" foS- 
dation in cooperation with the 

g-ssKftsa© 

Sw&'sb.s. 

last Sunday, It was presented^ 
a representative of Diwan (Sot- 
my Wonnation Technolo- 

flfWi «wportsi- 
ft® development oriead- 
jpg desktop publishing applica- 
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Power to the people 
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who sold PC compatibles for 30pcr cent less than^tt 
Uis is what really started the PCmarkel, and also 
IBM where they are today. Recently, they have boosledaW 
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22!® JS . A PP Ie ' s part since the world-wide'Macintosh user 
base will increase and Mac developers will become more ac¬ 
tive, which should make the Macintosh market flourish 
Computer manufacturers are obviously aware of the imnor- 
tance of pricing as a marketing strategy. Wh nl UMt n M 
bout is how much local Jordanian dealers j 
ider this fact. Whv should n Sinro 




, WOfl d-wide. It's also pretty important for iu 
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Biweekly economic newsletter 

This week's issue: 

The economics of Democracy 
Why is Canada interested in Jordan*? 
US banks are coming 
End of the blockade? 

Kuwait's fiscal blues 

Published by Info-MediaJnteniadonal 

For subscription information call 652J6U 
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Publishers and Media 
Consultants 

' Newsletters, mailings, brochures, 
translations, designs A layouts, 
typesetting and research 
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By Rand El-Habash 

Special to The Star 


IT IS inevitable that environmen¬ 
tal issues, which affect standards 
of living and the future of all 
countries both developed and de¬ 
veloping, should determine do¬ 
mestic and foreign policy. The 
1972 World Environment Con¬ 
ference held in Stockholm, for 
example, was the result of the in¬ 
terest felt in this subject by all of 
the countries of the world. 

In the wake of the conference, 
small and large national and in¬ 
ternational organizations were 
formed and attention began to be 
paid to environmental issues in 
the constitutions and legal sys¬ 
tems of various countries. Fur¬ 
thermore, environmental policies 
gained importance in almost all 
nations as a result of growing 
concern on the part of the public. 
From that time on, interest In and 
concern for the environment be¬ 
gan to grow In most developing 
countries — and Jordan In partic¬ 
ular. 

hi this period, when the envi¬ 
ronment was not a political topic, 
environmental ■ Issues were the 
concern of around 16 official and 
volunteer organizations. Among 
such organizations was the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN) and the Jordan 
Society for the Control of Envi¬ 
ronment Pollution (JSCEP). The 
aim was to provide up-to-date en¬ 
vironmental information on glo¬ 
bal and national issues, to discuss 
the problems with a concerned 
audience and to raise and stimu¬ 
late environmental awareness and 


Jordan spearheads 
environmental 
awareness program 












action. The JSCEP, in coopera¬ 
tion with the Rriedrich-Naumann- 
Sliftung Foundation of Germany, 
started a "National Environmen¬ 
tal Information and Education 
Program" in January last year. 
Twelve seminars and two public 
meetings were held and seven¬ 
teen seminars and two workshops 
are estimated to be held in 1992. 

Though the international and 
national technical, legal and po¬ 
litical approaches to resolving en¬ 
vironmental problems are at the 
center of these lectures and delib¬ 


erations, individual participation 
and changes of attitudes are also 
stressed, as all human beings are 
polluters and should, therefore, 
become environmentalists or, at 
least, be environmentally educat¬ 
ed and concerned citizens. Their 
motto is: "Think globally, act lo¬ 
cally." 

According to Mr Ahmad Obei- 
dat, JSCS 1 president, several ad¬ 
verse social and economic prac¬ 
tices are causing severe 
consequences to the environment 
In Jordan and'the time has come 
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to define those responsible for 
this situation in a bid to prevent 
further deterioration. Therefore, 
urgent action should be taken to 
protect the scarce water resources 
and the soil from pollution. 

The.Society and the German 
Foundation slated that as the 
world is filling the environment 
with various kinds of pollutants 
and is exhausting its resources, 
climate change has gradually 
started to appear. They said that 
the increase of carbon dioxide 
concentration and other pollu¬ 
tants had led to the "greennousc 
effect" and that the heat which 
reaches earth from the sun is 
mostly absorbed by pollutants 
and kept near the earth. They es¬ 
timated that by the end of this 
century the earth crust tempera¬ 
ture would rise within a range of 
2-3 degrees centigrade. 

Jordan is one of the few coun¬ 
tries in the world whose National 
Charter and constitution include a 
provision concerning environ¬ 
mental protection, aiming at es¬ 
tablishing a balance in relations 
between man and the environ¬ 
ment and maintaining the aware¬ 
ness that man is part of the eco¬ 
system. This keeps in mind the 
relationship between the environ¬ 
ment and economic development, 
and that the measures to be taken 
and the improvements to be made 
In the environment must be car¬ 
ried out in harmony with the tar¬ 
gets of economic and social de¬ 
velopment. For example, 
measures should be taken to pro¬ 
tect the shores of Aqaba, sea ani¬ 
mals and plants from environ¬ 
mental pollution, therefore 
demanding a balance between 
various uses of land, Bhore and 
water and the continued develop¬ 
ment of the region. Vessels dock- 
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mg in the port, especially nil 
tankers, which are estimated. 
3,000 annually, have contributed 


to the pollution of the area 
waste these ships dump in the J 
” ne, ' ma — A at fi V e mifti 


is estimated at five million toniS 
per year. Also, much of the do£ 

non of the Aqaba Gulf is as a a- 

suit of falling phosphate dun u 
from the loading of phosphate os 
the ships waiting for export, end 
from mining and the other Indus, 
tries. 

The scarce amounts of drlnkint 
water in Jordan have been endan¬ 
gered by pollutants which also 
contaminate the air and the soil. 

In addition, the fact that high 
quality agricultural land is also 
being rapidly opened up for set¬ 
tlement and industrialization is 
yet another important environ- 
mental problem which Jordan is 
facing. In the Jordan Valley, 
where agriculture is the major 
role, pesticides and other chemi¬ 
cals used against blights and 
pests create significant environ¬ 
mental problems, as does the in¬ 
creasing use of chemical fertiliz¬ 
ers. 

Jordan's developing industries 
have also exacerbated the prob¬ 
lems of solid and liquid wastes 
and have increased pollution of 
the air, water and soil, the deple¬ 
tion of resources and the degrada¬ 
tion of the environment, especial¬ 
ly in Amman and Zarqa. 

Area contamination from mu¬ 
nicipal solid waste, industrial 
hazardous waste, desertification, 
lack of water resources, erosion 
and sedimentation are some of 
the characteristics of this environ¬ 
mental degradation. 

The mam obstacle Jordan facts 
with regards to eliminating envi¬ 
ronmental problems and to pro¬ 
tecting and developing the envi¬ 
ronment is the fear of slowing 
down economic development 
This same obstacle is faced by d- 
mosi all of the developing coun¬ 
tries. Therefore, offorts should be 
made to awaken the interest of 
the business sector by increasing 
public awareness, by designing 
policies to encourage iho promo¬ 
tion of conservation and efficien¬ 
cy in the use of resources, thus 
minimizing waste. 

the work! 
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in Brazil and will be headed by 
the Kings and Presidents of the 
world. They will discuss the re- 

Continued on page 4 
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Jordan's oil consumption on 
the rise, says Tell 
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By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

THIS YEAR Jordan will con¬ 
sume more crude oil and refined 
products compared to 1991, ac¬ 
cording to Mr Sa'd Tell, general 
director of the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company. In 1991, 

Jordan consumed 2,995,403 met¬ 
ric tonnes (WT) of refined prod¬ 
ucts and now the estimate for 
1992 is 3,240,000 metric tonnes: 
Whereas Jordan's consumption of 
gas oil was 822,761 M/T, now it 
^estimated to rise up to 870,000 c„ 
M/T in 1992. Fuel oil has risen 
from 1,226,769 M/T to 1,330,000 plu 
M/T. The general manager added not 
that there was a 32 per cent in¬ 
crease in 8ales during October “ 
1991 and March 1992 in some • 
products. 

This sharp demand is related to 
four factors. Mr Tell explained 
that Gulf returnees have put a lot 
of strain on the consumption of 
gasoline and liquid propane gas 
(LPG) during the five month pe¬ 
riod from October 1991 till 
March 1992. hi Ramadan there is 
also a high demand for LPG, and 
consumption usually goes up by 
10 per cent. Snow storms also 
used up a lot of heating products 
such as LPO, kerosene and gas 
oil. The overall rise in LPG was 
from 131,000 M/T in 1991 to 
140,000 in 1992. 

Rumors of a possible increase 
in prices led the public to store 
up as much as it could of these 
products. The government. Tell 
said, takes certain measures to ra¬ 
tionalize consumption. In cases 
where the How is less than con¬ 
sumption there nre two altcma- : 
tivea: One is to build big slocks, 
and this is very costly. Energy 
conservation Is the second way, 
and thaL is to cut down on con¬ 
sumption. As for storage capaci¬ 
ty, Tell affinned that Jordan had 
enough under abnormal condi¬ 
tions. 

Translated into numbers the 
storage space is enough for tho 
duration of 90 days. Tnc govern¬ 
ment abides by the policy of in¬ 
creasing income and decreasing 
consumption. This program Is 
part of an, agreement reached 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). For example, spe¬ 
cial gasoline (Super) rose from 
270 nls/liter to 300 lils/liler, gas 
oil from 75 fils to 105 fils, and 
fuel oil from JD 50 WT to JD 60 
M/T. 

After the Gulf War, Jordan's 
‘markets for crude oil and refined 
products changed. In 1991 crude 
oil sources included Yemen, Syr¬ 
ia, Oman, Iraq, and Jordan. Now, 
Jordan is importing the majority 
of these products from Iraq. Leb¬ 
anon and Turkey are still sources 
for LPG. The market has changed 
due to a debt that Iraq owed Jor¬ 
dan In the past. Jordan Imported 
1,930,895 WT of crude oil from 
Iraq. It is estimated that Jordan 
. will now Import 2,800,000 M/T 
■ of crude oil, 36,000 M/T of LPG, 
69,000 M/T Kerosene, 116,000 • 
M/T gas oft and 620,000 WT of 
fuel oil, all from Iraq. 

• Costs of Importing crude oil 
. and refined products in 1991 to 
Jordan wag JD 275 million. The 
cost for 19921s estimated at over • 
Jp 300 million, "Products are 
.Usually purchased atlritcmational 
prices "saidMrTell. 

As to any excess products. Tell 
. ' mentioned '. that Jordan: has .an 
fep^llne^ "W6 Idok n 
w *uitaib)e markets fpr any gur- 



Sa’d Tell 

plus that we may have. But this is 
not easy, since already Syria and 


Saudi Arabia have a surplus of 
the same product." Lebanon, Tell 
said, would be an ideal market 
since it suffers from a shortage of 
gasoline. 

So, what is Jordan to do witb 
its extra supply of gasoline 
which, if led in the machines, up¬ 
sets the balance of production 
with consumption? 

"We have to program the refin¬ 
ery according to different pat¬ 
terns which will cut down on gas¬ 
oline production," answered Tell. 
"But this can only be done at the 
expense of causing shortages in 
other products, bi this case, these 
products will have to be import- 


■ Jordan's Electricity Authority is reporting a budget deficit of JD 
30 million this year, bringing its cumulative deficit to JD 70 mil¬ 
lion. The authority is having difficulties servicing its debts accumu¬ 
lated during its expansion program. One alternative the authority 
Is looking at now is to increase the price of electricity with the hope 
of raising an estimated JD 6 million annually. 

■ The foreign ministers of Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Palestine 
will be meeting in Amman before the end of May, sources dose to 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber told The Star. 

■ Minister of Municipalities Dr Abdel Raziaq Tubetebat will rep¬ 
resent Jordan at the Earth Summit In Brazil In June. 

■ The Ministry of Industry and Trade will set up a follow-up of¬ 
fice to help foreign investors in concluding all matters relating to 
telephone, electricity, water and other utilities. The office will take 
care of these matters on behalf of the Investors, Minister Abdallah 
N&our told The Star. 
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ATHENS 


Inch by inch we are covering the world 

Royal Jordanian offers you the only non-stop and direct flights 
between Amman and Athens. Commencing May 17th, 1992 we will 
be resuming operations to Athens with twice weekly flights every 
Thursday and Sunday. Assuring you of our warm welcome. 






Amman 

Athens 


Depart 
l : 10 p.m. 
5 :00 p.m 


Athens 

Amman 


Flight No. 
RJ 131 
RJ 132 


For more information and novations please contact your Travel Agent 
or Royal Jordanian Bl 678321! ' , ' . ■ 
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By Cristina Malak 

Special to The Siai 

DF ALL of Jordan's sectors work 
together, children can be given a 
good and healthy life — even if 
conditions are far from ideal, 
agreed delegates at this week's 
two day national conference for 
children. 

Under the patronage of Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor and organized by the 
Ministry of Planning in coopera¬ 
tion with the United Nations Chil¬ 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), the semi¬ 
nar concentrated on issues 
relating to the needs of children 
in Jordan. 

In his opening speech, UNICEF 
representative Mr Nigel Fisher 
said 

that under the guidance of His 
Majesty the King, Jordan has be¬ 
come one of the leaders in the 
Arab world in giving priority to 
the development of its children. 
"Jordan can be justly proud of Us 
long-standing emphasis on the 
promotion of human development 
as a national priority," he stud. 

In response, the King said: "I 
do not believe there can be a no- 
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Jordan committed to 
child development 


bier cause than caring for chil¬ 
dren, nor a belter objective than 
ensuring for the young generation 
a decent life with health care, pro¬ 
tection and education." 

According to the 140 partici¬ 
pants at the conference, despite 
the obvious improvements that 
have been witnessed since the 
Declaration of Children's Rights 
issued by the United Nations 
General Assembly in 1959, cer¬ 
tain needs have not yet been ac¬ 
commodated for. Therefore, fur¬ 
ther study and analysis are 
required so as to find out the 
causes behind current problems, 
and to achieve the main objec¬ 
tives adopted by the World Sum¬ 
mit for Children held in New 
York in September 1990. 

The United Nations' 1990 
World Summit assembled the 
largest gathering of world leaders 


in history, with a number of 160 
countries participating, including 
Jordan, whose delegation was 
headed by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. 

A declaration regarding the sur¬ 
vival, protection and development 
of children was adopted at the 
Summit, along with a plan of ac¬ 
tion which aimed to implement 
the declaration in the 1990s. 

"The 1990 convention of chil¬ 
dren's rights is one of the greatest 
gifts the adult world has given to 
children." said one UNICEF rep¬ 
resentative. "No one can claim 
that the rights of a child arc some¬ 
one else's responsibility, because 
we all share the responsibility. 
The lives and normal develop¬ 
ment of children should have first 
priority over society's resources 
and capacities. Children should 
be able to depend upon that com¬ 


mitment in times of war as in 
limes of peace." 

Die convention concentrates on 
the promise that every child has 
the right to survive and develop, 
grow up healthily and receive an 
education. It is also entitled to the 
right of being protected against 
exploitation, neglect and abuse. 
Furthermore, the child should be 
granted the righi of participating 
m his or her own decisions con¬ 
cerning his or her own future. A 
child must also be rightfully con¬ 
sidered as an individual with in- 
deprivable rights. 

It was in consideration of such 
principles that Jordan's national 
conference for children was con¬ 
vened. It represented a practical 
step towards realising the World 
Declaration, and aimed at study¬ 
ing the conditions of children in 
the kingdom in all aspects. It also 


Friday 8/5/1992 /. 

Under the patronage ofHRH Crown Prince Hassan 

\ MAP Sponsored Walk A mm/ 


Date, time and venue 

The walk will start Friday at Al Hussein Youth 
City gate No. 4 at 8:30 a.m. and ends at Al- 
Jubaina Amusement Park covering a distance 
of 16 km (see map) 

Participation 

Participation cards for JD 5 are available at the. 
MAP office and will be sold at the Al Hussein 
Youth City on Friday morning. For this sum 
you get: 

■ A T-shirt and hat 

■ Free entry to Al-Jubaiha City 

■ 4 Free rides 

Stations 

The walk will be divided into sub-stations 1 
km apart. 

Buses 

Buses will be available for the participants at 
Al Hussein Youth City and Al -Jubaiha 
, Amusement Park, 

,| Shuttle buses will be provided every half hour 
starting 2 p.m. up to 5 pin to bring participants 
| back to Al-Hussein Youth City. 

Special events between 13:00 and 14:00 p,m. 

■ MAP's lottery prizes will be presented to the 
. winners 

■ MAP's medals will be presented to the win¬ 
ning teams at: 

Al-Jubaiha Amusement Park. : , 
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aimed to confront all obstacle* 
and problems that hinder the im- 
plemeniation of the workplan 
and to recognize and maintain 
the achievements that have so far 
been made. 

During the seminar, which was 
held on Monday and Tuesday at 
the Royal Cultural Center, five 
working papers were presented 
which had all been prepared by 
experts in fields concerning chil¬ 
dren. The first seminar of its 
kind to be held in the kingdom, it 
dealt with questions such as chil¬ 
dren and health, children and ed¬ 
ucation, children and the envi¬ 
ronment, the impact of culture 
and information on children and 
children with special needs. 

Regarding each subject, sever¬ 
al plans and ideas were put for¬ 
ward. 

On the medical side, pregnan¬ 
cy, delivery and post natal peri¬ 
ods were highlighted, as were 
the growth stages of the child. 

Jordan's cuttcm economic dif¬ 
ficulties were also taken into 
consideration, with the influx of 
returnees from other countries 
and the steady growth in demand 
for public sector health services. 

Other plans put forward in¬ 
cluded several combat programs 
against non-deadly diseases. Im¬ 
munization programs are to be 
continued, while vaccines 
against mumps, German measles 
and hepatitis will also be intro¬ 
duced. A diarrhocal program, in¬ 
volving the distribution of rehy- 
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such as protecting the ozone 
' layer, water resources, solid and 
liquid wastes, the illegal transpor¬ 
tation of dangerous and fatal 
wastes, arid protecting the shore* 

; from pollution. 

The main objective of the con- 
' ference is the settlement of debts. 

solving the refugees problem. 
: water resources add their histocl- 
• cal' rights, forbidding the titan- 
. portanon of nuclear waste ana 
. putting,an end to the economic 
. embargo on frad, as well as es- 
j,, WbUsnmg en iriternational .awl* 
ronmeritu fund as an assistance 
'front' develooed ■ countries to* 
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By Falid A. Salamch 

IN THIS final edition in our sc¬ 
ries, we will examine the works 
of Jordanian writer Mrs Sarnia 
El-Aataoui, with particular refer¬ 
ence to her recent collection, Rit- 
uals of a Female. 

Samia Nadim El-Aataout was 
born in Nablus, on the West 
Bank of the River Jordan. There, 
she studied for her primary, pre¬ 
paratory and secondary classes. 
After passing the General Secon¬ 
dary Certificate Examination for 
the scientific stream, she studied 
mathematics at the University of 
Baghdad, where she obtained her 
degree. 

In 1984, she published her first 
story in Ar-Rai newspaper, and 
two years later she published her 
first short story collection enti¬ 
tled Walls Absorb Sound. In 
1990, she published her second 
collection, Rituals of a Female, 
which won her the prize for the 
Best Short Story Competition, 
donated by Suad El-Sabah. 

She presendy works for one of 
the major banking institutions in 
Amman, and contributes regular¬ 
ly to Jordanian-and other Arabic 
journals. She participated in the 
inter-religious leadership semi¬ 
nar held in New York from 30 
November 1991 to 8 January 
1992, and is a member of the 
Jordanian Writers' Association. 

Rituals of a Fannie , a collec¬ 
tion of 22 short stories, was pub¬ 
lished by The General Egyptian 
Book Organization in 1990. Tho 
collection has throe main subdi¬ 
visions: Rituals of a Female, 
containing six short stories, 
Amoebic Rituals, containing ten, 
and Rituals of Rebellion, which 
contains six short stories. The di¬ 
visions indicate thematic alterna¬ 
tions and rhythmic variations, 
with the dominance of the minor 
key over all other tones in the 
stories. Hopes and aspiration are 
frustrated, plans are aborted, in¬ 
tentions defeated and nightmares 
realized. 

The female characters in these 
stories mainly suffer from disap¬ 
pointment, and rarely emerge 
victoriously. They are perpetual¬ 
ly victimized by men, by socie¬ 
ty. by circumstances, and even 
by themselves. However, the 
males are rarely in a much better 
position. For Instance, in A Suc¬ 
cessful Marriage, the young 
wife of a wealthy and aged in¬ 
valid nurses him for nine long 
years, awaiting his death in the 
hope that it that will compensate 
for her endurance and suffering. 
Ironically, she dies, leaving the 
invalid to his wealth. Of course, 
..the irony of the title itself be- 
poraea clear with the outcome of 
utestory k . 

_ Sarnia's stories are tragedies 
full of pain and horror, with a 
Peeling ironic sarcasm which 
arouses a comic sense, even In 
fhe most dire situation^. Life, it 
is the ipain source of her 
: ah eVeht iri an instant 

. • v dm® forms the kernel of her 


A.- ' . J l, 4j 

m 




Samia El-Aatout 


stories. Details are gathered and 
concentrated to form a true-to- 
life image, rendered credible 
through her gifted and artistic 
handling. Thus, the focus of her 
stories is the human being in a 
given situation, and what he or 
she may, or may not, do. 

To Samia El-Aataout, circum¬ 
stances always influence charac¬ 
ters, mould their behavior and 
force conclusions upon them. 
Man, it appears, is the prey of 
predatory circumstances and 


Hiding his fright within his 
breast, he went on wulking until 
he reached his destiny. He 
raised the keffiyeh, drew it over 
ius nose and coughed, choked by 
the nasty smell . 

"I have borne a heavy respon¬ 
sibility that none could bear; it 
is neither an easy, nor a prefera¬ 
ble task to count all these num¬ 
bers. h is difficult for anyone to 
count them; and it is I who ought 
to do it, and look for a woman's 
corpse among them. Perhaps PU 
find it. Let me begin from here: 
This is the corpse of a child, two 
corpses, three, four , five, six: 
seven, eight, nine , and a 
stump.... nine corpses, ten, elev¬ 
en corpses; twelve corpses, thir¬ 
teen, fourteen, fifteen and a 
skinned rabbit: sixteen, seven¬ 
teen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty; 
twenty-one and a slain bird. 
Twenty-two, twenty-three, twen¬ 
ty-four, twenty-five, twenty-six 
and a woman's corpse — / 
praise thee my God, but thank 
thee not. Finally I find a wom¬ 
an's corpse; oh, here's another 
corpse, and a third, a fourth, a 
fifth, a sixth, a seventh and an 


But it was empty just a while 
ago, and where's the eighth 
corpse? It has fled the place! J 
see nothing but mice crawling 
over my feet, bouncing between 
them.... and kere's the corpse of 
a mouse, two, three, four corpses 
of mice; five, six, seven, eight, 
nine. What's the matter with me? 
Am / fainting? I hear a dog 
barking at me, 1 must run away" 
He tan, saw a mouse move in 
front of him, followed by the 
barking dog. lie ran as fast as 
he could, following the mouse. 
They ran in no direction, the 
mouse ran into the barbed wire, 
and a small trap closed on it. It 
moaned, the man fell down, knell 
on his knees, raised his palms, 
and dosed ius ears so as not to 
hear the moaning . He looked 
and saw the mouse as a dead 
corpse. He meant to sit down 
and rest, but the barking ap¬ 
proached. He rose to his feet, 
ran quickly in ail directions, 
east, west, south , north, he stum¬ 
bled; barbed wire struck his 
face. He looked around and saw 
it stretch endlessly: He looked 
above, his eyes met its edge 
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their products. empty mouse trap. What brought 

Her collection Rituals of a Fe- u here?! instead of it, there 
male emphasizes the vulnerabili- should have been a coffin! Any- 
ty of the human individual, and how, Pm not a mouse so / 
reveals how easily Man can be- needn't worry; seven ants and 

come a victim of political, so* three snakes—-what is the idtal? 

. dal, and biological conflicts. In What is the total? Damn it! Musi 
an attempt to resort to reason / begin again once more? Per - 
and responsibility, Man only in- haps I must. 
tensifies his own suffering and 7 must, from the very begin - 
adds the final touches to his con- rrfng. This is the corpse of a 

summate tragedy. This is a re- child, two, three, four, five, six, 

current theme, which occurs in seven; eight and a stump; nine 

almost all of the stories of the corpses, ten, eleven corpses, 

second and third divisions of her twelve, skinned, sixteen corpses, 

collection. The following story seventeen, eighteen, : thirteen, 


much taller than , himself. He 
damned it, fell again; suffocat¬ 
ing, he shivered, the sound of his 
moans rose, and he fell down a 
dead corpse. 


The Trap has been taken from fourteen , fifteen, and a rabbit, 
this collection. nineteen, twenty corpses, twenty- 

one, and a slain bird, twenty- 
In an instant, everything ended two, twenty-three, twenty-four, 

as it began. He left his tent and twenty-five, twenty-six, and a. 

left the weary, bashful sun be- woman's corpse. Praise be to 

hind him. He walked on the you my God. but I thank you not; 

grass worried by the rustle of finally / have found a womans . 
the trodden things underhis feet, corpse. Oh, heresy second, q 

the wheezing of the cockroaches . .. third, a fourth, a fiflh. a sixth, a 
and the whining of the moon, seventh and a mouse in a trap. 


In the above, we see how a 
man is entrapped While perform¬ 
ing his duty of counting corpses, 
and looking for a woman's 
corpse among them; The striking. 
analogy which Samia draws be¬ 
tween the fate of the mouse and 
the man is horrifyingly reveal¬ 
ing. 

Of,.yet a more serious nature 
are the stories that appear under 
the title The Trilogy of the Lost 
Memory] where we find terror 
and disgust drawn from biUer 
experiences, forming the pivot 
' of 'thp three stories. The stories 
occur during war time, and the 
suffering which : accompanies 
such circumstances is elucidated 
under the scrutiny, of this sensi-' 
' ’|ive'.wnier. J vy- ’■? j,;- 


In The Well, die first of the 
trilogy, the intolerable thirst 
from which a family suffers 
spurs the son to lake the risk of 
crawling to the well under a 
shower of bullets. He succeeds 
in bringing back some water, hut 
before their thirst is quenched, 
they discover that a woman has 
been murdered, mutilated, and 
her remains thrown in die well. 
The- discovery comes through a 
horrifying and disgusting experi¬ 
ence. The father, who drinks 
firsL, feels something solid strik¬ 
ing his tongue; he pulls it out, 
and finds a blue finger with a 
golden ring, which had passed 
into his mouth with the water. 

In the second story, The Asy¬ 
lum, a hungry doctor finds his 
patienLs gathered around a cook¬ 
ing pot, and rushes upstairs to 
call the nurse to share the food. 
There he discovers that the food 
which in the pot is in fact the 
flesh of the nurse. After recover¬ 
ing from fainting, the doctor 
dons an apron like his patients, 
and joins them in their meal. 

In the final story in the trilogy. 
The Identity, a man succeeds in 
passing through the check-points 
of different warring factions by 
showing each group evidence of 
membership, until he finally 
reaches tlie last checkpoint 
There, in response to the offi¬ 
cer’s demands that he prove who 
he is, the man hands over all of 
the papers he has on him. In¬ 
stead of receiving them back, he 
receives a slip of paper — which 
turns out to be his death certifi¬ 
cate. 

In her quest for a new type of 
short story writing, Samia El- 
Aataout offers us several works 
which all crystallize around an 
abstract idea with symbolic im¬ 
plications. Their interpretations 
may differ, but their significance 
remains firmly rooted. 

Everyone in this world, it may 
be maintained, carries a burden 
on his shoulders: Responsibility, 
care, a stigma which perhaps one 
has to tolerate and leam to live 
with. This serves as the central 
idea of The Vehicle, in which Sa¬ 
mia presents the burden itself as 
being odious and repugnant, us¬ 
ing the symbol of a pig with a 
nasty pdor which fills the air. 
But what is more frightening is 
the vehicle which actually car¬ 
ries this burden, being Man. 

It begins with a nightmare, 
only to become reality by day- 
. light. By employing such ab¬ 
stract ideas, and defying such 
phantasmagoria* Samia El- 
Aataout produces a stringent, im¬ 
pact on the reader, characterized 
by helplessness, terror .and dis¬ 
gust— a Feeling which remains, 
even after one has turned the last 
page over. ■ 


Fithd Salameh jta a producer 
at Radio Jordan. He has an 
MA In English Literature from 
the University of Jordan. 


Subscribe 

Read 

Enjoy 

The Star 





























































6 THE STAB 


d 4 l\ i*J :1 =fc 


7 MAY 1992 


Jordan captures the French spirit 


By Frida Mdanat 
Special lo The Star 

FASHION. GASTRONOMY, 
music and plastic arts will be the 
highlights of the French Cultural 
Week, laking place at the Am¬ 
man InterContinental Hotel 
between 9 and 17 May. 

"These only reflect a few fac¬ 
ets of the rich and diverse 
French culture," said Mr Nodi 
Favrcli&rc. director of the French 
Cultural Centre, who likened 
French culture to "a multi¬ 
faceted cut diamond — the more 
the facets, the stronger (he lus¬ 
tre.' 1 

The week-long activity, to be 
patronized by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor AI Hussein, is co¬ 
sponsored by Air France, the 
French Cultural Center and the 
Amman InterContinental. Hotel 
General Manager Mr Chawki 
Ayoub told The Star that this 
writ be the first in a series of 
food promotion activities, focus¬ 
sing each time on a different 
country. 

Working together with the air¬ 
lines and embassies of these 
respective countries, Mr Ayoub 
added: "Such an activity will al¬ 
low the Jordanian public, while 
still in their homeland, a chance 
to learn about some of (he signif¬ 
icant features of other cultures of 
the world." 

Fashion 

It was in France that fashion's 
most drastic change occurred, 
when women during the 1920s 
rebelled against artificiality and 
shifted into the small, short 
dress. It was Parisian designer 
Coco Chanel (1883-1971) who 
sparked the fashion revolution, 
when, again in the 1920s, she 
launched her famous "Chanel 
look”, characterized by (he 
straight cut cardigan and skirts 
that move, massed jewelry, sail¬ 
or hats and lace for the evening. 

Since then, Paris has assumed 
a leading position in the world of 
fashion, constantly bringing to 
light new talents and fresh atti¬ 
tudes towards clothing. During 
the 1930s, France registered a 
peak In its creative activity and 
in the 'fifties produced two great 

g iants of creative fashion: Chris- 
an Dior and Cristobal 
Balenciaga. Dior, who in 1947 
launched his "New Look", which 
was a rejection of uniforms and 
restrictions was, throughout (he 
'fifties, the idol of the ready to 
wear Industry. Balenciaga, How¬ 
ever, produced the decade's most 
influential fashion—the less fit¬ 
ted suit and the big loose coat, 
Christian Lacroix, who only 
burst onto the. fashion scene in 
1985, was considered three years 
later the "King of Fashion" — 
during this short period of his ca¬ 
reer he was twice winner of the 
coveted; ' "Goldea Thimble" 
award. 

Paris still prides Itself today on 
equating the word "chic" with 
original Paris designs, and with 
being the home of great fashion 
, masters, whose designs inspire 
the personal interpretations of 
dress makers world-wide. : . 

On 9 May, ten Of Finance's 
most acclaimed creative talents 
in the world of fashion will have 
their spring-summer creations 
unveileq at (be Amman Inter-- 
Continental's ballroom. Bight 
; Parisian professional models, ar¬ 


riving in Jordan for the event, 
will parade the catwalk dressed 
in a collection of some 96 ready 
to wear garments — created by 
Counfcgcs, Moreai, Pronuptia, 
Guy Laroche, Kenzo, Jcunc Eu¬ 
rope, France Petrovitch, Tehcn 
and Yves Saint-Laurent. 

The spring-summer collection, 
taken mom items sold at "Le 
Printemps" will be accompanied 
by the shop's director, Mrs Lena 
Aim, who will be managing two 
fashion presentations. The first 
show, taking place on 9 May, 
will be accompanied by a Gaia 
Dinner and a piano recital. The 
second will take place on 10 
May during a tea parly and will 
also be followed by a piano reci¬ 
tal. 

Gastronomy 

Valuing their cuisine highly, 
the French have a saying that 
goes: "Tell me what you cat, I 
will tell you who you arc." 

French cooking, whether 
"haute cuisine" (which is the 
more elaborate style developed 
by the great French chefs), re¬ 
gional cooking, or simply the 
more familiar dishes prepared 
every day in family homes, cafes 
and bistros around the country, 
is known world-wide for its ex¬ 
cellence. 

Although French dishes vary 
considerably between the re¬ 
gions depending on bonier 
influence and the ingredients 
that are available locally, it re¬ 
mains (hat quality ingredients, 
together with subtle flavourings 
of herbs and seasonings form the 
basis of all French cooking. Es¬ 
sential, common ingredients 
include cheese, garlic, herbs, 
mushrooms, mustard, olive oil, 


shallot, vinegar and 
wine. 

Among all Inter 
national cuisines 
French cuisine is 
the most modi 
fied, said Mr 
Noel Favretifcre, 
adding that "no 
other country 
other than France 
has enforced laws 
and principles to 
its working." 


French table looks varied 
enough but is not heavy on the 
eye, and the dishes are rich, but 
iglu on the stomach. 

During the French week at the 
Jordan InterContinental, 
langc of the traditional and new 
French cuisine will be pre¬ 
pared daily, by French chef 
Charles Vasscur. 
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At the Crown Rods 



Howev¬ 
er, de¬ 
spite the 
fact that French 
cuisine has a 
long and solid trad) 
tion, it is also known 
for inventiveness and 
renewal. Mr Favreli&re 
said: "The great chefs 
of old times stressed 
that food must change, 
like other things, according to 
fashion." 

Owing a great deal to Japanese 
cooking, whereby emerged 
steamed vegetables and the pres¬ 
entation of many dishes, the 


A 

six course 
menu, 

changing nightly, will be served 
in a delightful atmosphere, al¬ 
lowing dinners to savor some of 
the chefs best special!- 
ties, together with the 
hotel's best reserve of 
French wines. 

At the Cafe Boulevard, a selec¬ 
tion of French pastries will be 
available daily, freshly prepared 
by Air Frances renowned palissi 
Are Laurent Chevy, who will be 
chartered by the airline especial¬ 


ly for the occasion. For those 
with a sweet tooth, his selection 
of delicacies will surely satisfy 
die palate. 

For the big event — the Gala 
Dinner, InterContinental Food 
and Beverage Manager, Mr Ro¬ 
land Paretic, told The Slur that 
"die menu has been all set." Pre¬ 
pared jointly by himself and the 
French chef Vasscur, the elabo¬ 
rate menu comprises eight 
courses, starting with slick 
smoked duck, chicken con- 
sommd will) snails and salmon 
pnupiclics with rose butter,, 
followed by lemon sorbet with 
champagne and tomedo Rossini 
with artichokes and potatoes, 
and finishing with a variety of 
cheeses and salad, strawberry 
mousse with sauce and then cof¬ 
fee and chocolate. 

Plastic Arts 

The way in which Jordan is 
seen through the eyes of French 
photographers will be revealed 
at the photo-painting exhibition, 
also organized during the week- 
long activities. 

Entitled "Double Visions of 
Jordon", the exhibition depicts 
Jordan's archaeological sites and 
landscapes as seen Lhrough the 
camera lenses of two French 
photographers who recently vis¬ 
ited the country Tor the occasion. 

Another side of France will be 
featured in a paintings exhibition 
entitled "This is France", illus¬ 
trating in a cartoon stylo, semes 
of France as perceived by ich 
French cartoonists. ■ 

The French Week will run 
from 9 lo 17 May 1992 at the 
Jordan InterContinental. 
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SSi.'lS Jcrash festival struggles ahead despite problems 


By Vesna Masharqa 
Special to The Star 

THE EXPECTED amplitude of 
Jordan's up-and-coming Jerash 
festival will be affected by this 
year by the Jricompletion of the 
Jerash road, which has been un¬ 
der construction since last year, 
said Mr Akram Masarwah, di¬ 
rector of the Jerash festival. 

When previously used, the 
road allowed a 35 minute jour¬ 
ney to Jerash from Amman. 
This year, as was the case last 
year, guests will be obliged to 
take the Sukhna road through 
Zarka, which means an extra 25 
kilometers' driving. Last year's 
experience insinuated that the 
new diversion was discouraging 
for visitors, in spite of the fact 
that the road Is comfortablo and 
has well-placed signs facilitating 
driving. 

According to the Ministry of 
Public Works, this winter's snow, 
has deteriorated (he condition of 
the Jerash road even more, in¬ 
flicting it with additional slides 
and holes. This situation has 
meant postponing finishing the 
road until the end qf the year. . 

Thb festival itself was first 
started by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, I I years ago; This year, 
the duration of the festival will 
not extend more than ten days; 
while only two Arab countries 
WiU perform(Syria and Lebft 
non); together with local troupes; 


In previous years, up to 45 in¬ 
ternational dance, singing and 
theater groups used to partici¬ 
pate. Last year, the consequences 
of the Gulf war and uncertainty 
about the country’s stability, in 
addition to the road problem, 
brought this number down to on¬ 
ly two foreign entries, Lebanon 
and Spain. 

"This year the festival's pro¬ 
gram will be limited to drama, 
music and poetry reading," said 
Mr Masarwah. "Considering the 
existing problem with the road, 
we didn't want to take risks and 
have poor attendance; that's why 
we didn't give the festival its full 
shape." 

He also stressed that (he festi¬ 
val's higher committee, of which 
Her Mqjesty Queen Noor is 
chairperson, prefers to wait an¬ 
other year until tire road is in 
order and brings back the usual 
number of visitors, which is an 
attraction in Itself. ' . 

The Jerash festival will not 
have its usual book fair and 
handicraft extifyitipn this year, in 
addition to other art shows. How- 
■ ever, it will have other 
attractions within an appointed 
domain. One of them Wuf.be the. 
promotion of new names in Ara-' 
bic poetry; ' : 

According to Mr Masarwah, 
the higher committee have invit¬ 
ed promising, ’ talented, young 
poets to the festival; chosen for 
the challenges they have made to 
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Jerash: Site of Jordan's biggest cultural event 




old poetic forms and the new 
poetic expression they have 
created. These contemporary 
Poets will give recitals along 
with their classically-oriented 
colleagues. 

"The Jerash festival's higher 
committee: doesn't interfere with 
pr orient art work by putting lim¬ 
its or standards as criteria for 
their^participation," said Mr Ma- 
sarwah. 'We evaluate- art, 
creaboq and originaljw. This 
democratic way of dealing with 
artiste has given the Jerash festi¬ 
val high credibility; which we 
can only be proud of." 


The Jerash festival for culture 
and arts has its home in the cen¬ 
ter of this Gracco-roman city ano 
its beautiful Roman amphithea¬ 
ter. It has the task of stimulating 
artistic and cultural movements, 
and of helping Jordan's culture 
interact with world countries. 
Furthermore, it helps stimulate 
the tourism industry In the Kmg- 
dom. 

This year, the Jerash festival, 
organizers have prepared a nuo- 
beO oif excitements and new 
attractions. But, for now, 
plan to keep them as a suipnsg 
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By Nascem Abdallah 

THIS IS the stuff Hollywood's 
modem horror movies are made 
of — humankind held hostage to 
unscrupulous suppliers of its vital 
needs, such as medicines. With 
the scandals over baby milk, 
cooking oil and other essential 
food commodities still fresh In 
public memory, the world com¬ 
munity must now cope with yet 
another threat to its well-being: 
Fake drugs. 

Counterfeit medicines supplied 
over the counter is no longer a 
rare occurrence. It is approaching 
in scale the illegal global trade in 
narcotic drags. UN experts reck¬ 
on the fake drug business already 
is worth several billion dollars a 
year. 

Dr Hu Ching-li, assistant direc¬ 
tor-general of the World Health 
Organization, in a recent crisis 
management meeting warned that 
in addition to huge financial loss¬ 
es, fake drugs presented unsus¬ 
pecting people — and often, 
their doctors — with lethal con¬ 
sequences. "Pharmaceutical prod¬ 
ucts that are marketed without 
having passed the regulatory 
channels may be of low standard. 
They may contain little or no ac¬ 
tive constituent. A patient suffer^ 
ing from a serious disease who 
receives such a product will be 


deprived of proper treatment. In 
these circumstances, lack of ther¬ 
apeutic activities can be lethal." 

But drugs that don't work are 
not the only ones at the center of 
a growing international unease 
over the problem. Many counter¬ 
feit medicines are known lo con¬ 
tain toxic substitutes for the real 
thing and thus are doubly danger¬ 
ous. The recent deaths of Nigeri¬ 
an children who were adminis¬ 
trated what their parents believed 
to be a cough medicine has illus¬ 
trated the problem. 

Most public health experts be¬ 
lieve ihe issue is too complex. 
With advanced technology within 
easy access, the fakers are able to 
reproduce labels and other speci¬ 
fications exactly as seen on the 
genuine article. 

Doctors, pharmacists and other 
health caro professionals may 
have to be rc-cducated at enor¬ 
mous costs to the public exche¬ 
quer to help them detect counter¬ 
feit drugs. There arc vast 
Implications also for police and 
custom officers, as with narcotic 
drugs, piracy of computer soft¬ 
ware arid copyright material. 
Who will Cover those costs? No- 
one knows. 

Already the impact of a grow¬ 
ing public awareness — that not 
all medicines are what they seem 


— seems considerable. In a view 
expressed by Hu Ching-li and 
echoed by other health experts, 
public confidence in the medical 
establishment was bound to be 
eroded without a reliable assu¬ 
rance of quality of the nrfedicines 
in themancet. 

A further knock to public confi¬ 
dence In the medical establish¬ 
ment has been delivered by com¬ 
petition among Western suppliers 
of pharmaceuticals. Fluctuations 
in the prices of medicines have 
allowed importers to by-pass ma¬ 
jor manufacturers, who are up in 
arms over impending loss of 
profits. The prices of some medi¬ 
cines may differ as much as 100 
per cent between the more and 
less developed countries of Eu- 
rope. 

The risk in these parallel im¬ 
ports is that drug companies will 
become too involved with staying 
competitive and divert money 
usually reserved for research into 
better marketing — and defense 
of their markets. The counter ar¬ 
gument, of course. Is that big 
pharmaceutical companies rake 
up too much profit arid they de¬ 
serve to be brought down from 
their high horse. All in ail, the 
outlook for the ordinary person in 
need of safe and early treatment 
has never been dimmer. ■ 
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Time to heal the wounds 

TWO CALLS echoed recently throughout the Arab world calling for 
Arab reconciliation. One came from UAE President Sheikh Zayed and 
the other from Arab League General Secretary Dr Issmat Abdel Maguid. 
SneiicnZayed s statements are of particular importance because they 
came from a Gulf leader who belongs to a group of Arab leaders who 
have been hesitant so far in forgetting the past and looking forward to an. 
era of Arab cooperation. Sheikh Zayed,said reconciliation requires cou¬ 
rage, and indeed this is the one trait that Arab leaders need most at this 

SlogCi 

F °r Jordanians reconciliation has been a national demand ever since 
die sad events of the Gulf War, which created a wide rift separating one 
Arab country from the other and isolated one sub-region from the other. 
The call for reconciliation, made first by His Majesty the King, serves 
the sole purpose of pooling Arab resources together at a time when the 
Arab region is the target of an unprecedented foreign intervention, whose 
arm is to control the region's future and rich resources. 

It te unfortunate that the King's call then fell on deaf ears Since the 
end of the Gulf War, Arab common action became a mirag^a mb £ 

2X5? ^1 resu , lt is evK L ent to 1116 political and economic re- 

p f ,£? rcg l°?u Ir ^ fondues to suffer under the most cruel eco- 
embargo; Libya is isolated in an attempt to force it into submis- 
SfSL 8 !?* expense of its sovereignty. Palestinians are at the mercy of a 
P°wer whUe Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt face 
EKtP 0 ^ challenges. The Gulf countriw hare 
opted for isolation In order to maintain their wealth and a semblance of 

is civil war whSe i“ftion 

JJS?®H 0f ?f Y , atlon , 1 and famin e. Somalis have already suc- 
cuml«d to stow death in its ugliest form. The fact is that nowhere in the 
vast Arab region do we see optimistic prospects 
This is riot, all due to the Gulf War and its deep-seated reoercimin™ 
had been facing these and other challenges for*many 

ha ® beQn * niinlmum level of cooperation 
through the Arab League and Its various institutions within the framp- 

nler "!^ g ° nal ^P^tion. The fact of the matter is that no sin- 
jj}* Arab country can survive in today's world without some form bf a re- 

Sr _UP 11181 Can mobmze ti*e region’s economic ^hVm^r 

„ Zayeti's statements are enough though. There has to be a coura¬ 
geous move on the part of those who have opposed reccmdtiarinn m 

Hnn Z. ^ 'iy we SM-poUUcal realities will make recSa- 
ti®^^ necessity even for those, who oppose it today 

reconciliation is Saudi 


Letter from Washington 

America's war on itself 

THE DAY after the world learnt of the no- L ‘ ' DrtMfrM " 

torious verdict in the Rodney King case, I 


v- j l Hiwujsm urai mis urotteJiftn 

had been extended to the countryffi 
population after the .. 


L'i: . i > m u i ■ in • : r 


shop. Having missed television news cov¬ 
erage die night before, I found myself 
bombarded by a host of Images of smoke 
rising in black clouds from fire guued 
neighborhoods: South central Los Angeles 
was burning. 

In the worst riots that the United States 
had witnessed in over half a century, an 
orgy of arson and looting began on April 
30, in the course of which more than 55 
people were killed almost 2000 wounded, 
over 3700 fires were reported and more 
than 6000 people were arrested. Property 
damage in LA was spread, although in a 
limited fashion, to San Francisco, Seattle 
and Atlanta, Protests in New York and 
Washington have been non-violent. The 
perpetrators of the violence were not all 
black, poor youth of all races from inner 
city ghettos took part in the orgy of looting 
burning, but it was primarily black anger, 
sparked by the verdict, being vented 
against a system that frustrated them be¬ 
yond endurance. The situation was finally 
brought under control by deploying almost 
10,000 national guard members, troops 
and special police officers in LA. 

What went wrong? Most reasonable peo¬ 
ple had expected a verdict of guilty in the 
case of the LA police officers who had 
been videotaped beating the black motor¬ 
ist, Rodney King, after a high speed chase. 
The entire nation had seen a prone Mr. 
King beiijg repeatedly and mercilessly 
kicked and beaten with batons by the cops 
in a frenzy of brutality, as though rhey 
were tenderizing a piece of meat. Ironical- 
ly, it was a gentle and compassionate Rod¬ 
ney King who appeared on television two 
days after the riots began to appeal for ra¬ 
cial harmony and an end to the violence 

How could the jury have failed to con- 
v c ? The answer to that question also ex¬ 
plains the connection between the miscar- 
nage of justice and hopelessness, poverty 
ana alienation whose victims are mainly 

‘‘sfSSfe'-sa 

nation s urban ghettos 7 

,A,f? r century ago, in the wake of 

SS^SL!!* 8 !! r °P' ™ ident Lyndon John- 
son dedared a war on poverty." Today 

the life expectancy of black Americans In 

There are more blacks in jail than ih!*S 
in colleges. One quarter of black males be- 
tween & ages of 20 and 29 are behind ■ 

ivajK-at-* 

only member of the Bush kne 
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_ -Of the 1960s. ManyDftT 

pie may have believed this. Todav sE 
mg to a Washington Post ABC neS 
78 per cent of all blacks believe thafS 
Rodney King case shows that "blacK 
not get justice in this country." Only 1» 
cent of all blacks agree that '"police in n m 
cities treat blacks as fairly as they tS 
whites. Eighty nine per cent believette 
neither blacks nor other minorities can ex. 
pect fair treatment from the criminal k 
ticc system. The president of the pre*£ 
nantly black Howard University in the 
nation s capital wrote after the latest mt 
of violence that "the oppression antfra- 
cism that sparked the nots in 1968 at 
alive and perhaps stronger than over' 
Washington Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly was 
quoted on television as saying that "We are 
silling on a tinder box, not only here In lift 
city but all over America." 

Finding itself unwilling to shoulder the 
fiwmcial burden of dealing with the prob¬ 
lem of structural poverty and socio¬ 
economic inequality, the nation has opted 
for an ostrich like solution. As the Reagan 
and Bush administrations have drastically 
cut funds fc?r welfare programs and Inner 
city projects, the poor have gotten poorer 
even as the rich got richer. The middle 
class has opted to continue the migration 
out of the inner city districts into the sub¬ 
urbs. This migration has left urban slums 
and ghettos, breeding grounds of unmiti¬ 
gated despair. In Los Angeles, for in¬ 
stance, the "Anglos" moved out to places 
such os Simi valley (residents of which 
niade up the jury which found the oflicen 
in the city are concentrated in San Fernan¬ 
do Valley, which is separated from the city 
center by a mountain range. 

In the absence of an economic solution 
to poverty, the middle class depends on the 
police to keep a lid on the situatioa 
through force and coercion. Ira Socol, i 
retired New York City police officer, 
wrote in the New York Tomes: "We send 
our police out to fight a war on drags andi 
war on crime. Wo send them far away 
from our comfortable neighborhoods, to 
places we don't understand, to preserve our 
lives and life style. We send (hem out 
poorly equipped and trained for "combd 1 . 
and with no political support for efforts lo 
win the hearts and minds of the inner dtjr 
population, ” 

Meanwhile, the ghettos have spawned 
street gangs which regard the. police, 
whom they call pigs, as the enemy. After 
the riots, Ted Koppel interviewed two ^ 
mer members of LA gangs: the Grips m 
the Bloods. Explaining the widespread 
looting that took place, the one «b 
gang name is Little Monster said: "It's 001 
just the Rodney King verdict. It's 400 yean 
of oppression.” The other, called Bone, 
said he was against burning down sp*^ 
reern buildings and grocery stores, hut wjj 
in *»«*. -r Himing down Korean-owned 
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The Libyan affair: A case of double 
standards and false intentions 



By Dr. Marwan Asmar 

FOR MOST Arabs, UN Security Council 
resolution number 784 on Libya can only 
be seen as a blatant attempt by the United 
States to tighten its hegemony over the 
Arab region. The timing oF the resolution 
is significant since it comes as the Arab 
world is still recuperating from the trials 
and tribulations of the Gulf War — a war 
that was characterized by its enormous de¬ 
structive capacity on Iraq. The Gulf War 
coincided with the collapse and disintegra¬ 
tion of the Soviet Union- and the end of the 
Cold War. 

This last development has enabled the 
United States, as the leader of the Western 
nations, to manipulate the UN in such a 
way that it now manages to give legal cov¬ 
erage to policies and aims that are unmista- 
kenly manufactured in the US State Dept. 
That was the case with Iraq and it is today 
with Libya. This de facto control of the in¬ 
ternational organization and its most im¬ 
portant legal and executive arm, the Secur¬ 
ity Council, by the United States, simply 
topples long held conventions about the 
neutrality of international law and other 
conventions. 

Sovereignty and law 

As far as the Libyan case is concerned 
die question is not weather two of its citi¬ 
zens were involved in the Lockerbie disas¬ 
ter, rather it involves wider questions of 
sovereignly, territorial integrity and inter¬ 
national law. 

Territorial sovereignty makes up for the 
lack of political and economic power 
which small states may exhibit. Sovereign¬ 
ty, for example, gives these smaller slates 
important channels of communication in 
the international system and enable them 
to deal with other slates on an equal foot¬ 
ing. 

Foreign interference in the internal af¬ 
fairs of any country is considered, in the 
UN’s view, an infringement on that state's 
sovereignty. Nationality and citizenship 
are two fundamental components of sove¬ 
reignly. Modem states sec it as their duly 
lo protect their citizens from external ag¬ 
gression and go to great lengths to do so. 
To attempt to separate state from citizen¬ 
ship would be to undermine the former 
hoth in the eyes of other states and in the 
eyes of their own nationals 

For Libya, to hand over two of its ciu- 
7 ® as be tried and sentenced in a foreign 
country, — something which have never 
happened before — would be to create 
such a precedent in world affairs that the 
concept of sovereignty and territorial in¬ 
tegrity would be permanently under threat. 
Not only that but also there is always the 
<«nger that big and powerful states would 
^tforce their will on small and weak 
find therefore the concept of justice 
become one-sided, meaning that 
«uy rich and powerful states would be in a 
position to enforce international law as 
.they see fit. 

i* also unprecedented in the UN 
Jf*?™ 1118 that it dictates to Libya whom 
^ m figure. The point about 
ft?® 8 Huffed links with the IRA, a Brii- 

■ Vj“ condition, does not end there but de- 
' Sffk from Libya to hand over names of 

njembers, which tile British believe 
. far reaching implica- 

because .it dictates upon Libya, a 
•jlJW- country and a member of the 
Nations, conditions regarding its 
' it esta ^^ sh relationships with whom 

■ i^^ariy^ flu third demand of the resolu- 

■ •• UQQ (aFnwvh ...l- i_ii_* •(_ 
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Nio^i * ‘W 01 « raneft airliner over 
: conSriiV m “WafiehwK because U 
... ^*2* Libya to hand over part if its state 

• Libya has ignored the above de- 

ji ■«. n now faces selective economic 


sanctions from all UN members, including 
the Arab countries. 

The sanctions constitute a form of eco¬ 
nomic pressure to force the sanctioned 
slate to comply with the resolution. In any 
case the sanctions against Libya will prove 
to be no more than symbolic, and at best 
feeble, since they only apply to air traffic 
and military sales. The United States and 
especially its European allies were not in a 
position to disrupt purchases of Libyan oil 
because such a measure would hurt the 
buyer much more than the seller. Hence, 
we see the hypocrisy, the West is divided 
on imposing stricter trade measures which 
may harm its economic performance. 

Libyan flexibility 

In spite of the full negative implications 
to her sovereignly, Libya has shown a high 
degree of flexibility. It has consistently 
said that it will not object if the two Lib¬ 
yans surrendered themselves lo be tried; 
something that Britain and the United 
States have refused to accept, which de¬ 
mand that the Libyan government hand 
over its two cidzens. 

Libya's counterdemand that it receives 
guarantees that Its two citizens will have a 
fair trial if extradited is valid, Even West¬ 
ern jurists have warned that the aimos- 

K j in Britain and the United States has 
so whipped up by the media that any 
trial held there would be unfair and preju¬ 
dicial. This argument becomes more com¬ 
pelling in the light of the outcome of the 
Los Angeles police brutality case last 
week. 

But one has to question the motives be¬ 
hind the actions of America and Britain. 
Are they really interested in upholding in¬ 
ternational law and legitimacy, or do they 
want to humiliate Libya and to brand her 
the "pariah" in the international system? 

Since these two countries are not pre¬ 
pared to meet Libya half way, accept her 
proposal and thus maintain international 
law, we can only reach two principle con¬ 
clusions. Firstly, that America ana Britain 
are out to "get ,r Libya, something that they 
have been wanting to do certainly since 
1986 and well before that; secondly, if 
Qadhafi this time is humiliated.- and cut 
down lo size through UN sanctions, then 
this would be a warning to other Arab 
countries and to the Third World not to de¬ 
viate from the path laid down by the Amer¬ 
icans. 

Double standards , 

One can not accept the premise that the 
West's acdons against Libya emanated, 
from the need to uphold , intemational law 
and protect human rights. The records 1 W. 
iki iinitM Stales and Britain in potn 


Israel, Chile under Pinochet, El Salvador, 
Equador and Nicaragua under Somoza 
among others. 

In the area of international law, .Western 
governments have also shown a poor 
record. Such violations can be documented 
hiaorically. As early as 1952, the CIA 
plotted a coup to topple the popularly 
elected government of Mohammad Mossa- 
deq in Iran and brought back the Shah. In 
1956, the tripartite powers of Britain, 
France and Israel declared war on Egypt in 
an effort to topple Nasser. Such violations 
were often repeated in the subsequent dec¬ 
ades the first of which was when American 
troops landed in Cuba in 1962. America 
continued to topple governments and sup¬ 
port military dictatorships of which Chile 
was the first, when in 1973 the CIA top¬ 
pled Allende and installed a military junta 
in his place. 

Israel serves as classic study for the 
breaking of international law. Not only has 
it illegally occupied the West Bank and 
Gaza for the last 25 years, but has violated 
every UN resolution passed on these terri¬ 
tories and their inhabitants. Such violations 
were encouraged by the United States 
- which has consistently vetoed many Secur¬ 
ity Council resolutions. 

Israel continues to occupy Lebanese ter¬ 
ritory in defiance of UN resolutions, and 
almost daily violates that country's stir 
space and bombs her camps, One could 
mention Israel's aggression against Iraq, 
Tunis and the downing of a civilian Libyan 
airliner over Sinai as other examples of Is¬ 
rael's dlsregardfor intemational laws. 

US violations of these very laws include 
its invasions of Granada and Panama and 
Its 1986 attack on Libya to murder the Lib¬ 
yan leader. 

Western alms 

With a record as "impressive 11 as this it 
becomes very difficult for Western powers 
to lecture the rest of the world about inter¬ 
national law or intemational morality par¬ 
ticularly since; half of the world is either 
suffering from poverty and unjust political 
grievances, both of which have colonial di¬ 
mensions and have to be addressed 
. As far as the Arab world is concerned, 
one concludes that the US is using the 
United Nations and its resolutions to fur¬ 
ther its hegemony over the Arab world es¬ 
pecially after the Gulf War disaster. Hav¬ 
ing dealt with Iraq, the aim now is to 
cripple Ubya, 

AmericaVnew world order should be an 
attempt to establish a world based on mu¬ 
tuality and cooperation and to devise ways 
and conventions based on greater respect 
for nation states. What'seems to be hap- 
' pening is a campaign to threaten and bully 
into submission countries that are viewed 
as danger to US interests. ■ ■ 

■ ? Dr Marwan ASroar te a Jordanian 

■ researcher associated with Friends Cen¬ 
tre for Research anil Design. 


ROUND-UP 


Washington: The US State Department 
has praised the way Palestinians negotiated. 
with Israel in the fifth round of the bilater¬ 
al peace talks concluded in Washington 
last week. It said Palestinians made specif¬ 
ic proposals for self-rule in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. A senior US 
official said Palestinian negotiators pul 
ideas on the table. The official, who 
briefed reporters on condition his name not 
be published, declined to say what the Pal¬ 
estinians proposed. He merely said there 
were discussions of specific sectors of au¬ 
thority to be transferred. Meanwhile, there 
has been no agreement on a date for the 
next round of negotiations, scheduled to be 
held in Rome. 

Kabul: Troops loyal to radical Muslim 
leader Gulbiddin Hekmatyar were 
blamed for a series of rocket attacks on the 
Afghan capital. Hekmatyar had earlier al¬ 
lowed grain and other desperately needed 
supplies to reach Kabul from Pakistan. On 
Monday, reports said fierce fighting erupt¬ 
ed between government forces ana funda¬ 
mentalist Muslim fighters entrenched 
around Kabul. But a representative of 
Hekmatyar was reported to have began 
talks with the Mujahideen government of 
Slbhatullah Mojaddidi on ways to end 
the internal strife in Afghanistan. There 
has been a lot of concern in Kabul that a 
cycle of violence, kidnapping and assassi¬ 
nation might begin in Afghanistan. 

Amman: A three-member UN fact-finding 
mission visited Jordan this week as part of 
an investigation of Israeli human right vi¬ 
olations and conditions in the occupied 
Arab territories. Meanwhile, Amnesty In¬ 
ternational (AI) accused Israel of torturing 
Arab prisoners in detention centers in Is¬ 
raeli-occupied southern Lebanon. 

Washington: A senior US State Depart¬ 
ment official has said il will lake about two 
weeks to see how the Syrian decision to 
permit Jews to travel abroad is implement¬ 
ed. "We have instructed our embassy in 
Damascus to look at the follow-up to the 
decision,” the official told reporters in re¬ 
sponse to reports that Syrian Jews have 
been permitted to leave. The state of Syr¬ 
ia's Jewish community was raised during 
the opening speech of Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Shamir at the inauguration of 
the Middle East Peace Conference In Ma¬ 
drid last October. Syria's Foreign Minister 
Mr Farouq Sharaa* responded angrily 
and said Syria's Jews enjoy the same rights 
as other Syrians. 

Lagos: Nigeria will resume its diplomatic 
relations with Israel.-An agreement on the 
resumption of diplomatic ties was signed 
in Lagos by Israeli foreign Minister David 
Levy and his Nigerian counterpart this 
week. Considering that Nigeria is one of 
the largest Muslim states in Africa, the re¬ 
sumption of ties with Israel is of an excep¬ 
tional importance to Tel Aviv, 

Tripoli: Arab parliamentarians have called 
for an urgent Arab summit to work out a 
common strategy to muster support for 
Libya in its dispute with the West over the 
Lockerbie.case. The end of the two-day 
meeting in Tripoli, tiie Arab parliamentary 
Union, which 1 comprises deputies from all 
Arab League countries, called for inter- 
Arab coordination arid unity. 

Algiers: -Algerians were bracing thera- 
' selves again fbr possible escalation in vio¬ 
lence few days after a military tribunal 
condemn 15 Muslim fundamentalists to 
death for and attack on a frontier post 
which killed three policemen. Some clash¬ 
es took place in different parts of the ;old 
section of the capital and a number of 
deaths and afrests were'reported. Jt Is riot 
'yet clear'if the Algerian niurig council will 
,canry : oixt; the death sentences and risk a 
bloody confroritatirin with FIS followers. 
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j:rn, End of the American dream 

conflicting images that the City .. , , 

of Los Angeles conjures world- ■ a Americans so on the rampage in Los Angeles and across the UISA as the country wakes up to 
£hed the terrible specter of social and economic injustices. Result over 50 dead and 2000 injured. The riots 

the vibrant fast-growing metropo- are over, but the wounds will take many years to heal. 


AMONG THE myriad layers oF 
conflicting images that the City 
of Los Angeles conjures world¬ 
wide, none has been more cher- 


lis, the premiere world model of 
a harmonious and economically 
vigorous multi-cultural mix, a 
place built by optimists who 
came from other places to make a 
new life. 

Last week that Image turned 
into a different one, the kind of¬ 
fered up in the most terrifying of 
movies produced by the Los An¬ 
geles studios. National Guard 
troops in hill battle dress with 
loaded M-16 rifles stood sentinel 
in Pershing Square in front of a 
boarded-up Bilunore Hotel, Ko¬ 
rean merchants with Uzi semi¬ 
automatic machine guns paced 
watchfully on the roofs of their 
stores, mobs of all races looted 
and burned not only In the heart 
of mostly black South Central 
Los Angeles but also as far away 
as Koreatown, Hollywood and 
Beverly Hills. 

White residents who had long 
thought they were remote and 
safe from the gang-ridden neigh¬ 
borhoods they knew only from 
television and movies cowered in 
their homes obeying a dusk-to- 
dawn curfew, bringing out hunt¬ 
ing rifles and baseball bats for 
protection under a menacing pall 
of smoke that drifted out to the 
Pacific Ocean. President Bush 
sent In Federal police and troops. 
Foreign consulates Issued travel 
warnings to their citizens. By Sat¬ 
urday afternoon, there were 44 
dead, more than 1,765 injured — 
198 critically, some 3,767 fires 
in Los Angeles alone, more than 
6,345 arrests and property dam¬ 
age in the hundreds of millions of 
dollars. 

It was the worst possible out¬ 
come of the series of painful 
events that began on the rught of 
3 March 1991, when Los Angeles 
police officers were videotaped 
inflicting a prolonged beating on 
a prone black motorist, and that 
culminated Wednesday afternoon 


d 
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when an all white jury in the con¬ 
servative suburb of Simi Valley 
stunned the city and nation by ac¬ 
quitting all four officers charged. 

The rage, pillaging and terror 
that followed the verdict brought 
home to Angelenos a realization 
that their city, with its superficial 
sheen of citrus trees, movie-star 
glitter and with-it restaurants and 
shops, had become a dangerous 
urban village where two decades 
of boom and growth appear to 
have widened the gap between 
rich and poor. 

Those looting last week were 
the children of blacks who rioted 
in Watts In 1965 or recent immi¬ 
grants from Latin- America for 
whom the Southern California 
dream has meant something other 
than pale blue swimming pools 
and big-fin convertibles. "Wc are 
experiencing the ugly reality of 
whet Los Angeles has become," 
said John A. Arguellas, a former 
justice of the California Supreme 
Court who was vice chairman of 
the independent commission that 
investigated the police beating. 
"Everybody saw the videotape of 
the beating, but now everybody 
has been watching the reality of 
Los Angeles. It is a very, very 
ugly picture. 

The events cast a pall of pessi¬ 
mism over the economically 
stricken Southern California re¬ 
gion, already reeling from the 
combined effects of recession and 
massive cutbacks in defense 
spending. Tourism alone, which 
accounts for 360,000 jobs and 
generates $7 billion in economic 
activity annually, was devastated 
as hotels found themselves awash 
in cancellations from Japan and' 
elsewhere. The ripples are expect¬ 
ed to widen over the entire state, 
which has suffered a net loss of 
696,000 jobs since the recession 



War zone in the city of Angeles 

began in 1990 and whose govern¬ 
ment is struggling to overcome a 
budget shortfall that could reach 
$11 billion this year. 

But the reality of the riots was 
much more complex than rich 
versus poor. South-Central Los 
Angeles and other minority com¬ 
munities from which the disor¬ 
ders sprang were badly divided. 
“There are those who feci a sense 
of attachment, living next door to 
people for whom the social con¬ 
tract docs not exist, who are 
aware of how the privileged 
live, 11 said Richard S. Weinstein, 
dean of the school of architecture 


and urban planning at the Univer¬ 
sity of California in Los Angeles. 
"There is a point at which the co¬ 
herence of the community is 
broken and anything is possible, 
at which those who have been 
marginalized act that way." 

It was not the'first lime that the 
Los Angeles black community 
had rebelled against the police. In 
August 1965, years of frustration 
and resentment erupted into five 
days of rioting when a while po¬ 
liceman arrested a black man for 
drunk driving. Those disorders 
left 34 dead, more than 1,000 in¬ 
jured and a legacy of ill will so 
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potent that the word Walls re¬ 
mains synonymous with black 
anger. 

Eight years later, in 1973, vot¬ 
ers in this predominantly white 
'city elected their first black may¬ 
or, a former policeman named 
Tom Bradley. He was backed by 
a coalition that included the 
downtown while business estab¬ 
lishment, affluent West Side Jew¬ 
ish voters and the black political 
leadership — a diverse group 
united in the conviction that the 
city's future depended on putting 
aside its racist past. Mr Bradley 
won wide admiration as a healer 
and conciliator, and under him 
the city truly came of age, Its 
ports surpassing Now York lit 
volume, its downtown office 
space doubling over the last dec- 
adc. Its proudest moment came 
when it flawlessly hosted the 
1984 Olympic games. 

The peace and harmony were 
only apparent. Over the last dec¬ 
ade, powerful demographic fore* 
es began to change the urban 
complexion. Enormous waves of 
foreign immigrants arrived and 
began to push blacks out of 
Watts. Between the 1980 and 
1990 censuses, the black popula¬ 
tion of Los Angeles County 
dropped from 13 percent to H 
cent of the-- 


IVf’r iiilirr 


the Asian population swelled, 
(hie of tiie most disturbing aspect 
of the disorders last week was tee 
raw hostility between blacks ana 
Koreans. „ . 

Meanwhile, older “Anglo resi¬ 
dents were moving further out, w 
places like Simi Valley, just ovw 
the county line In Ventura 
County, where Los Angeles 
seems like a foreign country- 

Even the remaining Anglos most¬ 
ly live in the San Fernando val¬ 
ley, separated from central Los 
Angeles by a mountain range; 

"We've got to come to ghP 
with the factlhat LA is 
ed," said Dan Garda, fomp 
; President of the Police Comrwj; 
. sion who is now a vice pm 8 !?" 1 
ai Warner Brothers.’The distnbu- 

Continued on page W 
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Miditirranie 

CEE-Jordanie, une 
cooperation bien rodee 

Les liens entre la CEE et la Jordanie ont commence & se tisser en 1977, 
avec un accord g£n£ral. Depuis, ils ne cessent de se consolider 


"IL EST Evident quo l’union dc 
{Europe a des effete considera¬ 
bles sur l’extdricur" affirmc 
Christian D. Falkowski, ombassa- 
deur dc la Communautd curo- 
pdenne en Jordanie. Avcc lc roy- 
aume, des liens solidcs sont ddjh 
nouds: cn 1977, la Jordanie cl la 
Communautd curopdenne ont slg- 
nd & Bruxelles un accord gdndral 
pour une durdc illimiidc. Objcc- 
lifsdeddpart: conlribucr au dcvc- 
loppemcnt deonomique ct social 
de la Jordanie. Ccci cst une base 
de travail qui cnldrinc noinmnicnt 
l'accfes au marchd curopden sans 
paiemont dc taxes pour In plupart 
des produits Industrials d'originc 
jordanienne cl privildgic 1'accfcs 
pour scs exportations du scclcur 
agricolc. 

Quaftre protocoles 

Cel accord gdndral a gdndrd 
quatre protocolcs. Ils sont finan¬ 
ces par Ie budget dc la Conunu- 
nauid curopdcnnc cl par la 
.Banque Europdcnne 

dlnvestissement (BEI). Lcs trols 
premiers prdvoyaicni un total de 
203 millions d'Ecus, environ 
223,3 millions de dollars, sous 
forme de prdts el dons, afin de 
Jevelopper les acllvitds de la Jor- 
oaiua dans les secteurs du corn¬ 
ice, des finances, de la tech¬ 


nique, dc I'industrle, de 
['agriculture, dc la science, de 
1'encrgie ct do I'dducation. 

Lc premier prolocolc, signd en 
1979 ct cffcclif jusqu'en octobre 
1981, allouait & la Jordanie 40 
millions dficus pour Fuiancer de 
nombreux projete. Le deuxifemc 
(1981-1986), prdvoyait le ddblo- 
cagc de 63 millions dEcus. Le 
trolsiftmc protocol e(1987-1991) 
accordail h la Jordanie pas moins 
dc 100 millions d'Ecus sous 
forme dc prfils ct dc dons. II 
s'agissait dc favoriscr lcs exporta¬ 
tions. Dc promouvoir lcs inves- 
tissements dans l'industrie ct la ‘ 
erdntion de joint-ventures. I! 
s'agissait aussi dc supporter lcs 
pciilcs ct moyennes cnircpriscs et 
par Ifc mfimo dc luLter contrc le 
chdmage. 

Lc quairifcmo prolocolc cst 
mointenant sur la voic, pour la 
pdriodo 1991-1996. II prdvolt 80 
millions d'Ecus sous fonno de 
prdts accordds par la BEI. Par ail- 
feurs, 46 millions provienneni du 
budget dc la Communautd ouro- 
pdenne, dont deux millions en 
capital risque. Cc quatrlbme pro- 
tocolc vise en particulicr le deve- 
loppcmenL du sccteur privd ct les 
questions de 1'cau. 

Dix millions d'Ecus du dernier 
protocole ont ddift dtd allouds 
pour supporter le programme 


d'qjustemenl structurel dc la Jor¬ 
danie. Trcnte autres millions 
d'Ecus consacrds & ce programme 
viennent de la Politique Mdditdr- 
randenne Rdnovde. Celle-ci a did 
ddcidfie lore d'un meeting du 
Conscil dc coopdralion CEE- 
Jordanie ft Bruxelles le 4 novem- 
bre 1991. Cette politique rdnovde 
met h la disposition des pays md- 
ditdrandens, 4,4 milliards d'Ecus 
au total, pour soutenir le ddvc- 
loppement ct pour obtenir une 
meilleurc cooperation dans les 
zones d'intdrfits communs entre la 
communautd ct ces pays. 

La CEE apporte egalement son 
aide dans lcs domaines sociaux et 
humanitaires. Par example, la 
commission a con tri bud pour plus 
dc 107,5 millions d'Ecus pour lcs 
rdfugids ct victlmes dc la guerre 
du Golfe. En janvier 1991, la 
commision a ddcidd une aide h la 
Jordanie de 150 millions d'Ecus 
pour assitcr l'un des Etals de la 
fi lignc dc front" lcs plus durement 
touchds par la crise. Les fonda- 
tions de la coopdralion entre la 
CEE cl la Jordanie sont mainten- 
ant solides. Pour lcs anndes h ve- 
nir, 1 Europe a tout intfirfit a prd- 
parer la slabilltd d*une rdgion 
toute proche. Une telle enireprise 
passe par des coopdrations & long 
terme , comme celle qui exisie 
ddjh avec la Jordanie. ■ 
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L'EURoS' 0 * 


L'Europe flgte son 42dme annlversafrc. Lc a 
proposant ft l'AJIemagne et aux autres ' ^ 
pays europ6ens de erder une conunu- ' 4 

nautd d'Intferfits paclflques, Robert 
Schuman, min 1 s t re des Affaires 
fetrangferes fran^als de 1'^poque ac- 
compllt un acte hlstorlque. n tend la 
main aux adversalres de la vellle 
mals surtout met en route un proces¬ 
sus qui aboutira en 1993 ft 1'ouverture 
du grand marchd entre les douze de 
la Comimmantfe. En attendant la monnale unique et cut 
fitre la f£d£ratlon. A 1‘occasion de la Joumfie del'Europe du 
9 mal, "Le Jourdaln", section europfenne du N Star* ,1 ^j U s 
propose un numdro special 
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Euro-arabe 

LORS DES ndgodatlons pdriodiques des divers accords de 
cooperation et d'assbtance qui Uent la Communautd euro- 
pdenne ft tous les pays arabes (sauf 1'Irak et la Lybie), les 
prdambules de ces protocoles n'ont presque jamais omis de 
rappeler que ces derniers visent essentiellement ft maintenlr 
les cours d'dchanges traditlonnels entre le vieux continent et 
ses volslns du Sud. 

Certes, les relations euro-arabes gdrdes ft Bruxelles (Nit dtd 
un exemple pour leur continuity. Ce qui les a relativement 
mlses ft l r abrl des soubresauts politiques, sauf pour la Syrie ft 
cause d'une affaire de terrorisme, II y a quelques anndes. 

Pour des relations qui pour la plupart, ont dtd iostitutlon- 
nalisdes dans les anndes 70, le bllan est satisfatsanti 1'Europe 
est le premier partenaire commercial et le premier ballleur de 
foods, d'alde financidre et alimentalre des pays arabes. Les 
pourparlers entre Bruxelles et les capltales arabes s'efforcent, 
non sans dlfficultds, de faire baisser les barriires en free des 
produits agricoles et autres en provenance des pays du Magh¬ 
reb et du Mashrek. 

L'Europe, consciente des presslons que snbissent les pays 
arabes et du besoln urgent de se garantfr des marchfis solides, 
s'attend ft dayantage d*efforts de la part de leurs par tena ires, 
en vue de rdajuster leurs politiques aux rdalitds nouvelles de 
1'Europe, Le dialogue euro-arabe peut constituer le cadre 
propice pour la recherche de solutions, ft condition qu'il soil 
consolide par de la bonne volontd de part et d'autre. 

Les relations euro-alrabes se devralent de taurner la page 
des relations flgdes dans I'alde et I'assUtaace ftrugales et ex¬ 
plorer les domaines d'nne coopdration dans le vral sens du 
terme, Les nooveaux accords entre la CEE et les pays de 
l'AELE ne devralent pas panlqner les Arabes, mats pjntOt les 
Indter ft proposer des. n marchds uniques" paiini eux, capa- 
bles d'attirer les Europdeps. Les projefs de rUMA au Magh¬ 
reb et du CCG dans le Golfe arabe ne mdritent-ib pas un ap- 
puiparticulier? - 

: Lfer les Intdrdts de sdCuritd aux intdrdts dconomlques, tel est 
le thfeme de I'initlative courageuse de la Confdrence sur Ja sd- 
curifd en MddUdrrande occlaintalei qu'il frudrait concrdtlser 
a flu de rdpondre aux besoln^ communs d'abontir ft des rdac- 
tkns au niveau des aspirations des peoples de la rdgion ft la 
palx et ft la sdcurltd. 

La ddmocratie nabsante dans certains pays arabes devratt 
Art encopragde et appuyde, afin qne la rive sud de la Mddl- 
tdrrsnde soit, avec son apport hlstorlque, fa) dimension sud so- 
Ude de l*Eorope et tin lien prdcleux avec le Marcbd Commun, 
I'Afrique et rAsie. Imaglnons les rapports qtil pourratent on 
rdsulter et le pofds qnlturel que cela pouhralt consltuer.» . 





















































































Interview 


Le train de la paix 
doit aniver en 1993 

Quel wagon doit prdc6der 1'autre? Celui de la paix, ou celui de la prop6rit6? Quel rfile doit jouer la CEE’ dans la r6gion? Les 
r^ponses du directeur des relations extfrieures de la Commission de la Communautd europ6enne. Eberhard Rhein est sp6cialiste 

des questions du Proche et du Moyen-Orient 




LE JOURDAIN: ''Rendre la 

B uerre pas seulement tmpensa- 
le, mats Impossible mat£- 
riellement 11 disait Robert 
Schuman. Cette phrase calibre 
est-elle applicable ft la region? 
Eberhard Rhein: Je dirais oui, 
certainement, 11 faudrait rendre 
la guerre aussi impraticable que 
possible. PourJEurope, ga signi- 
fiait depuis quarantc ans, la crea¬ 
tion d'inlcrdfipen dances enue ses 
difteremes parties. Qa a com¬ 
mence par fa misc en commun 
dc la siddrurgic cl du charbon, cc 
qui aujourd'hui est quetque 
chose de dftpossd, 

Ici, dans cette nSgion, vous 
pourriez arriver ft cola en errant 
non pas une fdddraiion isradlo- 
palesdno-jordaniennc dont cer¬ 
tains rfivem. Je pense que cela 
n'est pas possible. On nc dcvrail 
mftme pas penser ft ces itvcs ir-, 
rftalisablcs. Mais la chose qui me 
parait possible serait quand 
mftme d'envisager d'ici quinze 
ans la mise en place d'une zone 
de iibre ftchange entre ces irois 
entitfts Margie peut-fttre succes- 
sivement au Liban, & la Syrie et 
m6me ft I'Egypte. C'esL-ft-dire la 
citation d'un marchd commun 
ou d'un espace ftconomlque, 
mais pas dans I'acception euro- 
pdenne... 

L J: Claude Cheysson a dftda- 
II y a quelques mois ft Am¬ 
man qu'il n'y aurait pas de 

S afe sans prosper 11£. Mais 
ans le mftme temps, certains 
pays refusent catftgoriquement 
de erfer des liens economiques 
avec d'autres avant la signa¬ 
ture d'une paix durable. Com¬ 
ment dftm&ler cet ftcheve&u? 
Eberhard Rhein: Premifercmeni 
je dirais que cede region a en 
guerre pendant quarante ans, et 
en dftpil de ceue situation con- . 
fllctuelle qui a du i&, elle a conmi 
un accroissement assez consider¬ 
able de sa prosperity. 11 y a bion . 
stir* grace ft un apport massif - 
d'aide extftrieuro, un dftveloppe- 
ment Important en Israel. De fait, 
Israel sera un pays prospftre dfts 
qu'il sera capable de consacrer, 
com me e'est le cas en Europe, 1 
97% de ses ressourtes ft des nns 
civiles au lieu de 75 aujourd'hui. 

Cela s'appliqiie ftgalement aux. : 
auires parties de la rftgion; Mais - 
* la prospdrilft est quelquo chose ■ 
qui ne lombe pas du ctel. La 
prosperity d'une socidtfi esi le rft- 
: sultat d'une volontd pas seule- . 
ment des gouvemements mais v 
aussi de 1 millions de citoyens. v 
Cest la consequence d'une vo- • 
lontd . . d'dpargrie, 

d'investissementi de chercher 
consignment iine. amelioration , 
de la situation materieUe. de la 
productivity... Cest une mental!- ,: 
te. Peul-8tre qifen Europe, nous : 

• eh avons trop; Ces jotirs-cl, dans}:, 
certaiues parties du monde arabe , 
il n'y a pa$ assez de cette re?, 
chorchc do . la prpspbril4,quij 1 ‘ 
d’aUIeurs est, ft double trenchant, s 
Ce quo voulalt dire Claude 1 
Cheysson, •pas depafe sans pros- 
pdriteV mol j'aurais plufct tea- 
. dance ft le renvcrserei ft dire, pas - 
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de prospdritd veritable ft long 
terme sons pafe. Et la paix. on 
pern Pobtenir plus rapidement 
que la prospdrite. 

LJ: La Communautft euro- 
ptanne preside une commis¬ 
sion ft la Conference de paix 
qui doit plancher sur les ques¬ 
tions taonomiques. Celle-d 
doit se rftunir courant mat ft 
Bruxelles. Pourquoi multiplier 
les nlveaux de negociattons? 
Eberhard Rhein: ...Entre Paies- 
tiniens et Isradllens,' on ne peut 
pas parlor dtaarmement, on ne 
peut pas parler non plus rdfugife 
Parce- que,les rftfugifc se Sol¬ 
vent en Jordanie, en Syrie. au Li¬ 
ban et par consequent, certains 
sitfets ddpMsent Je cadre striae- 
ment' bilateral. Les reunions ft 
Bruxelles puis ft Tokyo, ft Otta¬ 
wa et ft Vienne sqrylronl ft trouv- 
er de prcmi&res orientations sur 
ce qu on pounait appeler avec un 
grand mqLle filter ordre rftgion- 
aL Nptaniniem daiis la part^ sfi- 
.curitd, je -■ pense ! que nous 
jwmme* Irta ^ f lo!n 3 U compte. : 
± abso, “ m «lt. - qu'on 


d'ici fui 1993. En tout cas le pre¬ 
mier train des negotiations doit 
arriver pas plus tard que 1993, 

Le minimum ft auendre, e'est 
une solution Interimaire de trols 
ou cinq anndes d'autonomie pour 
les Terriioires.ft present occupds. 
Deux, une solution entre Israel et 
la Syrie, sur la restitution sous 
des modalii£s ft d6fmir du Golan, 
avec en contreuartie la normali¬ 
sation des relations diploma- 
liques a politiques. Pour la ques¬ 
tion des nSfugids, je pense qu'U 
faut un accord minimum pour rfi- 
gler les questions du droit au re- 
tour, du droit ft la compensation, 
de ['integration dans les diffiSr- 
ents pays h6tes. Mais je ne pense 
pas qu'il soit indispensable 
d'avoir un accord sur la distribu¬ 
tion des eaux du Jourdain d'ici ft 
93. De m&ne pour un accord, je 
pve, sur la denuclearisation de 
la zone, pour un accord de limi¬ 
tation des missiles Ou des anti¬ 
missiles. Ca ft mon avis, e'est 
tropcompfique... 

L'essentief, e'est que les parties 
sen tendon sur un 'co-prograim" 
de pafe. Elies doivent se fixer on 
certain echdancier.- Cela- reste 
aussi la ra^onsabilite de Ja cpm- 
munaute intemationale. i 


mener a bien ces necociaHnn* 

■ • Wi L'aide europdenne ft la rt- 


gion devrait trlpler entre 1992 
'et 1996. Dans quels domaines 
devra-t-elie s'appliquer en pri¬ 
ority? Quels seront les mont- 
ants? 

Eberhard Rbein: Les montants 
pour toute la region de la Mddi- 
tdrrande, e’est-ft-dire du Maroc 
jusqu'ft la Syrie, Jordanie incluse 
vont 6tre pour la pdriode 92, 
d'enyiron quatre milliards et 
demi dEcus, sous forme de pr&ts 
ou de dons. Qa e'est le minimum. 
L'utilisation de ces fonds, cela ne 
depend pas de nous. Mais une 
grande partie va certainement 
etre consacnde ft l'amdlioration 
de renvironpemem: stations 
d'dpurations d’eau surtout.. 

peux, une grande partie dev¬ 
rait Stre consacrde ft la coopdra- 
tion xdgionale, ft l'amdlioration 
ties infrastructures entre les pays 
mdditdrrandens etl'Europe. Ijre- 
stera toujours une partie impor- 
lanto pour la erdation d’emplois. 

Pour la Jordanie, on va bienl&t, 
jesp&re avant I’did, dficider un 
programme assez important, ex- 
ceptioimel, extraordinaireenpar- 
Ue, jxHir aider Je royaume ft rd- 
souqre ses problftmes' 
a aj us lemon structurej. •: 

Nous ericourageons tout ce qui 
est mvesussement privd. II est 
nettement, isuffisant dans le 


Mashrck par rapport au Magh¬ 
reb. Au moins au Maroc, il y a 
200 millions de dollars 
d'investissements privds, el je 
suppose que ga monte... Ici dans 
ce pays, qui reprdsente bien sQr 
un dixidme de la population du 
Maroc, les invesiissements pri¬ 
vds, ne ddpassent certainement 
pas les 20 millions... 

Par aillcurs, nous allons lancer 
un programme pour aider les 
pays qui le voudraient ft limiter 
la croissance ddmographique. 
Cest important et sans prece¬ 
dent. 

LJ: La ddmographle, s'attekr 
aux problftmes de la popula¬ 
tion est, selon vous, la cld de 
beaucoup de problftmes ac- 
tuels? Lesquels? 

Eberhard Rhein: C'csl (its sim¬ 
ple, chaquc dire humain suppld- 
mentairc qui peuplc cc monde a 
besoin dc cdrcalcs, d'eau, de pd- 
trolc, d'dcolcs, d'hbpitaux, de 
routes...Faire face cn mdme 
temps ft la ndccssitd d’accroltre la 
prospdrild des trois millions el 
demi de Jordanicns qui sont 1ft 
aujourd'hui, ct couvnr les be¬ 
soms de 120.000 Jordanicns sup- 
pldmentaircs tous les ans, est une 
dpreuve redoutoblc pour 
n'imponc qu'ellc socidld, amdri- 
cainc, anglaisc, mais surtout 
pour unc socidtd rclntivcmcnt 
pauvre... 

Le deuxiftme problfemc: 11 sc 
pout, cl on voit ga dc plus cn 
plus dans ccrtaincs rdgions 
com me 1c Sahel, que les popula¬ 
tions ddpassent les rcssources 
agri coles, hydrologiqucs dlsponi- 
blcs. 11 est impossible ft rdsoudre, 
sauf si les Isradlicns aident les 
Jordanicns ft provoquer des 
pluics artificicllcs. Saut si la Jor- 
danic produit dc 1'cau ddssalde 
par l'dncrgic, cc qui coflto lifts 
cher: plus dc 1,60$ le mfttre 
cube. S'ii y a plus dc gens que de 
ressources disponibles, vous al- 
tdrez I'environnement. En Jorda- 
nie, vous avez des problftmes 
que l'on ne connalssait pas il y a 
ircnlg ans. Vous ne pouvez plus 
aller boire i'eau des riviftres, 
parce qu'elles sont polludes... 

Lorsque vous avez une con¬ 
centration de population comme 
ft Gaza, oft vivent 3000 per- 
sonnes par km2, sans ressources, 
car ce n'est que du ddsert, vous 
pompez trop d’eau. Plus que 
l'cau qui se regdnftre par la plule. 
Les Lybiens et les Saoudiens 
font la mfime chose... Toute 
l'humanitd fait la m&me choso 
pour le pdlroJc. On fait comme si 
des ressources limitdes dtaient II- 
limitdes... 

Le problftme ddmographique, 
e'est un problftme ft lifts long 
terme. Je Taisse de eftid le Coue 
qui peut se permettre d'avoir une 
croissance presque illimilde () e 
peux toldrcr 5%). Mais si vous 
regardez le monde arabe vous 
avez deux rdgions trfts diffe* 
rentes. Vous avez le Maghrebou 
le tau* annuel de croissance^ 
mographique est entre 2% en Tu- 

Suiteft la pag® 13 
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nisie et 2,7% au Maroc. Mftme 
taux en Egypte, ce qui fait quand 
mftme 1,2 millions d'Egyptiens 
de plus chaque annde, Ici cn Sy¬ 
rie, dans les T.O et en Jordanie, 
vous fttes plus piftts de 4%. Cest 
dnormel Je ne voudrais pas voir 
un pays aussi beau, avec ses 
grandes plaines et ses collines, 
couvert era bfitiments et peut-fttre 
m&me de taudis, et avec une pop¬ 
ulation de 13 ou 14 millions. Par 
consdquent, plus t&t on s'attaque 
ft ce problftme, mieux ga vaudra 
pour les gdndrations futures... 

LJ: On reproche beaucoup 
aux Amftricalns de vouloir 
erfter un "nouvel ordre mondi¬ 
al". La Communautd euro- 
pftenne n'est-elle pas en train 
de erfter un "nouvel ordre rd- 
gional"? 

Eberhard Rhein: Premiftrement 
je trouve que e'est une discussion 
sur des slogans... Je ne vois pas 
ce que les amdricains font pour 
erfter ce "nouvel ordre mondial". 

Il n'appartient pas aux Amdri¬ 
cains, ni aux Europdcns, ni aux 
Japonais ni ft d'autres puissances 
soi-disant dominantes d'imposer 
leurs volontds sur le resfe du 
monde. Ces temps 1ft soul rdvo- 
lus. Ceci dit, je vois modeste- 
ment un nouvel ordre dcono- 
mique qui se crfte par !a force 
des choses. Dans la mesure oft 
vous fttes en train de erder un 

C d ensemble dconomlquc en 
ipe, dans la mesure ou nous 
discuions aujourd'hui d'une com- 
munautd europdenne ft 25 ou ft 
30 Etais-membres, bien sQr cela 
force les voisins autour cl surtout 
les pays arabes ft rcddfinir leurs 
rapports avec cette nouvcllc Eu¬ 
rope... Au fond nous poussons 
les pays arabes ft se rdunir ct ft 
former un coiilrc-poids le plus 
rapidement possible.,. 

LJ: Nous avons beaucoup par- 
K d'ftconomie. La cooperation 
ne doit-elle pas aussi comport- 
w un gros volet cullurel? 
Eberhard Rhein: Jc vois Ift suit- | 
out des lacunes grandissontes, 1 
1 d'incomprfthension, de mdfiance 
entre lEurope ct le monde de 
llslom, Surtout 

. d'incomprdhension devant le fon- 
damentalismc eL I'intdgrisme 
comme on dit en France. 

Je nc vois pas assez 
dEuropdens apprendre l'Arabe. 
Jo vois ne vois pas assez 
d'ftlftments de la culture arabe 
qui influent sur le comportement 
europden, Je vois comme un dld- 
meht pluifit ndgallf fa cohabita¬ 
tion qui ne fonctionnc pas lifts 
men avec lea populations musu- 
Imanes ou ftrabes en Europe. Je 
ponsidfere comme dangereux ou 
regrettable un ddvcloppemcm de 
la xftnophobie. 

_Malg je vois comme dldment 
optimiste quand mftme, une prise 
! “ e conscience croissante des 
■ deux cfttdrfpour aller dans le boa 
..Jens, Je parle dgalemeni de cul- 
‘toe politique: on voit certaines 
■ Solutions positives. On volt cer- 
> y s mouvemepis de rdforme 
1 [J? uh respeet des drofta .de 
: 1 jtomme, ■ vers des formes - de 
fsOdvemements ddmocratlques. 

; rP.. 8001 des ftvolntions wt- 
:■■•fjyjf peraonne aa raopdc ne 
: plus dchapppr, n . . 

' ; /: v .^op<»i , ecudli pir Fmds' 
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Festival de cin&ma 


L 1 Europe a I'affiche 


Huit films de la Communautd des douze sdlectionnds pour la semaine du cindma europden, 
du 17 au 24 roai au Centre Culturel Royal. Quand Tuition fait Timage 

"LEUROPE et le Moyen-Orient --- tj - rami. Le 19 i 

partagent un hdritage culturd .A. prdsenie "Der 

particulier et prodigieux qui a at- ' 0 ^ amftrc-plan la 

teint son apogde dans la synthftse Berlin anrfts la 


pluri-culturefle de la pdriode an- 
dalouse. (...) Cest un grand plai- 
sir pour moi de pidsenter le Fes¬ 
tival du Film Europden de ceue 
annde, qui j'espftre s'ajoutera ft la 
longue tradition d'dchanges cul¬ 
tures et constituera un nouvel 
ddifice pour les exceUentes rela¬ 
tions entre rEurope et le Moyen- 
Orient" dit le Prince Hassan. 
Cest sous son patronage que se 
ddroulera du 17 au 24 mai le 
Festival du Film Europften. Un 
come-back trfts attendu apifts 
1’ftclipse de i'an passd due aux 
difficultds de 1'aprfts-guerre. 

Le maitie-mol de ce festival: cul¬ 
ture. Car son but n'est pas de di- 
vertir, mais plutfit dc montrer 
aux Jordaniens des dchantillons 
de culture europdenne ft travers 
le cindma. "11 n'y a pas de meil- 
leur moyen pour comprendra 
1'aspect humain que les contacts 
culbirels. Ceux-ci rassemblent 
les peuplcs et permettent de 
mieux dvaluer la rftalitd sociale 
de chacun, ses croyances et ses 
iddaux", explique Tambassadeur 
de la Communautd europdenne 
en Jordanie, M. Christian D. Fal- 
kowsld. 

Tous les Etats-membres de la 
Communautd europdenne ont did 
sollicitds pour ceue grande se¬ 
maine de culture et de cindma. 
Huil d'entre eux ont rdpondu ft 
I'appel. La ddldgation euro¬ 
pdenne est chargde de coordrai- 
ncr routes les opdrations. 

Demandez le programme 

Chaquc ambassadc regoit dc son 
pays deux films, sous-titzds cn 
Anglais et parfois aussi cn 
Arabe, qui doivent bien dvidem- 
mcnl respecter les valeurs du 



ranti. Le 19 mai, l'Allem&gne 
prdsente "Der Bruch”. Avec en 
amftrc-plan la reconstruction de 
Berlin aprfts la deuxiftme guerre 
mondiale. Ce film poUcier re¬ 
trace rhisioire vdridique d'une 
bande de gangsters qui veut 
s'emparer des recettes des C hem- 
ins de Per allemands. Le 20 mai, 
place ft un film grec, "ToRembe- 
tiko". La vie mouvememde d'une 
jeune femme grecque issue d'une 
famille immigrde avec en toile 
de fond la reddeouverte dc la 
musique folk des anndcs 50 en 
Orftce. 


Entrde gratulte 


Le 21 mat, l'Espagne presenters 
un film intitule "El Cabezota". 
L'histoire d'un petit Espagnol 
pris entre son pftre et HnsUtutrice 
du village aux premiers temps de 
l'dcole obligatoire. Le 22 mai, 
e'est le tour de la Firance avec 
son film de Jacques Doillon "Le 
Petit CrimineT' (voir encadift). 
Le 23 mai, Tun des dvdnementa 
majeurs du cindma italien de 
l'annde 1990 est ft Ihonneur :"L6 
Zio Indegno". Une relation 
d'amour et de haine entre un an¬ 
cle et son neveu, avec la prd- 
sence du grand Vittorio Gass- 
man, Le film hollandais "Eline 
Vere" fermera le Festival du 
Film Europden le 24 mai. La vie 
trfts agitde d'une jeune femme 
qui se rdsumc en un seul mot: Il¬ 
lusion. 

Le Festival du Film Europden 
1992, quatriftme du aom en Jor- 
danic, aura lieu ceue annde au 
Centre Culturel Royal tous les 
soirs ft 20h. L'entrde est gratuite. 
11 suffit de se rendre la veille au 
RCC pour rdserver sa place. At¬ 
tention! Il n'y en aura pas pour 
tout le mondcl ■ 

. Mlchfele Rieux 


rdsentera 


w i v 


AJfiche du festival Design de Cathy Hanna 


pays "spectateur". Une prdfdr- 
ence est accordde aux films rd- 
cents. 

Le premier film prdsentd est ce¬ 
lui de la Grandc-Brclagne, ac- 
tuellement ft la prdsidence de la 
Communautd. Le 17 mai, "Hen¬ 
ry V", est ft I'affiche. Cette adap¬ 
tation de I'ocuvro de Shake¬ 
speare retrace ios lumultucuses 
relations entre TAnglctorre a la 
Firance au XVftme slkle. Unc re¬ 
constitution historique grandidse 


3 ui ({evrait plaire aux amateurs 
u genre. Le 18, la Belgique pro¬ 
posers un film en Anglais intilu- 
ld "Home Murders" inteiprdtd 
entre autres par Annie Dupdrey 
el Bernard Giraudeau. Un polici- 
er dans la lignde des histolres 
d'Agatha Chnstie, oft Thdrrfne, 
une femme-flic, enquftte auprfts 
de ses voisins toiis soupgoonds 
d'avoir commis unc serio de 
crimes dans un dtr&nge immeu- 
ble de Bruxelles. Suspense ga- 


Lefilmfrangais 

'Petit criminel' 
malgr6 lui 

Le film de Jacques Doillon a obtenu le prix Louis-Delluc 
en 1990. fl sera ft I'affiche du Festival du Rim europden, le 22 mai 


AU DEPART, un adolescent 
dans une HLM de Sftte yit le 
dramc permanent des banlieues 
frangaises. Dans ceue petite ville 
en Ibordure ■ de MddlldrTanfte, 
comme ft Vaux-en-Velin, dans la 
pdriphdrie de Lyon, ou ft Sartrou- 
ville, la jeunesse se vit comme 
un tunnel dont on aspire a voir la 
fin. Le petit criminel, est un 
jeune garcon ft la moue inamoyi- 
ble, qui n'en peut plus du vide 
laissd par son pftre, parti vers des 
horizons inconnus. il en a ras le 
bol de ccye mftre, toujours aussi 

^rvjouir, au beau milieu de ceue 
solitude, surgit une voix, ceUe 
d'une soeur Tnconnoe, sortie oe 
nolle part. Le jeune gargon, 
par Gdrald Thomassui. voit r6- 
Srer cette demiftre injustice. . Il 
veut renepmrer sa soeur etcom- 
bier- cede absence supplement 


t , le pousse ft braquer une 
macie. Il prend un flic en ot- 
age, I'attache avec ses propres 
menoltes au volant de sa voiture, 
et le menace. Le gosse a toujours 
cette idfte fixe. 11 fiaut.aller voir 
la soeur qui habile ft Montpellier. : 
Une vifiesitufteft environ 10 km,, 
mais qui semble inaccessible 
pour ce jeune homthe habltuft ft 
un univers restraint, ,.. 

Le flic en civil, Richard Ancpm- 
na, se rebiffe. Il ifciie des textes 
de Id, essaie tant bieft que mai 

de raisdnnerle jeune homraeiri- 

conscienL A Montpellier,, ;la, 
soeur refuse la rencontre. Lp 

^ 0 ^ 0011 . L'honzqo de 
scent se broqilfe de noir. 
Puis apifts de multiples cpurseS; 
sur le parking! de l'lmiiteub e, 
elle se ifttracte, accepte finale- 
ment de se HgoCf avec son Otre 
contre le flic. ,11 ne peut pas alter : 



Lepetit criminel et lefUc 

grave que de braquer une phar- 
macle et de mertacer uri policter 
aveo tine arme. Il y a !e men- 
songe terrible des parents, Ieur 
lftchel6et tomes ces anntes ft rat-' 
r.iraper. ;ils ne sopi plus seuls. 11s 
,-stint fibre et sqeur, tirent and' 
.force de cette rtcontre et se mo-: 
quent dperilqiperit de ce qui les : 

1 attend au bout de la route. L6 flio 
• est 1ft,. pris en tpnaille entre les 
deiix. il entre parfois dans leur 
jeti et oublie son costume de flic 
pour deyeoir le grand frftre.i. 

' Le pereonnage du petit criminel 
1 respite dp vorii£.. i Cest un gargorl. 
' qui demande: dft! ? part d'aniouri ■. 

r j j' 1 v 1 


Rien d'gutre. Mais il se heurte ft 
un. environnement d&favbrable. 
A • une nouvelle situation de 
crise, Ici, le cadre sociologiqiie; 
est dvacud au profit des:semi- 
meats qui lient les personhages 
principaux. Aprfts "la■ vengeance 
d'une femme", plongfte dans le 
dftsespoir le .plus noir, Doillon 
ntius Cntraine dans une histblre 
plus aimable. Co film supeitoe' a 
obtenu iC prix Louis-Dellup en 
1990. H est une fen&tre sur nos 
propres douleurs.notre ingabftci- 
.tfi parfois ft yfvie ftimpIemftaL ■. 




















































































Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send a 
photo...we will run it free 
of charge in The Star's 
People and Events page. 


• Her Majesty Queen Noor will 
patronize the French Week on 
Saturday 9 May at the Jordan In¬ 
terContinental Hotel. 

The week will begin with a 
gala dinner during which French 
models will display the latest 
"prfil-5-porler" clothes designed 
by famous French designers like 


Laroche and Kenzo. A special 
French chef will be offering a list 
of French dishes every night ac¬ 
companied by jazz music By pia¬ 
nist Philippe Carment. There 
will also be an exhibition of pho¬ 
tos of Jordan taken by Bernard 
Guillot and Jean-Phllippc Re- 
verdot. The activities concerned 
are organized by the French Cul¬ 
tural Center, Air France and a 
number of well known French 
companies like "Le Printernps." 

'• HRH Princess Basma Tues¬ 
day paid a visit to the villages of 
South'Shuna to check the work¬ 
shops of the Voluntary Week, 
which started Monday and was 
organized by the Queen Alia 
Fund for social voluntary work 
(QAF). The villages that benefit 
from this program include A1 
Rama, A1 Sweizna, AI Joufeh, AI 
Kafrein, Hal AI Jawasreh and AI 
Ajajreh. 

Two hundred participants from 
the different faculties pf the Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan, including in¬ 
structors and students, will be 
available to offer work and con¬ 
sultation daily to the people of 
those villages. 

Princess Basma expressed her 
satisfaction and appreciation of 
the outcome of this voluntary 
work and hoped villagers will be 
able to benefit fully from such a 
program. She also stressed the 
need for. concentrating on small 
agricultural projects such as the 
cultivation of one's own back 
yard or front lawn for planting 
vegetables needed at home. 

• The Jordan InterContinental 
Hotel completed Tuesday a 
Workshop for sales managers and 
assistant managers of the compa¬ 
ny's hotels in the Middle East and 
the Gulf. Mike Higgins, sqles 
consultant for MHA Ln London, 
supefyised'the workshop. At the 
end ,of the' conference, the hotel 
organized, a tourist program for 
the participants. ■ 

• The Joriten Medical Aid for 

Palestinians Association (MAP) 
will be conducting a fund raising 
.walk on Friday 8 May, The walk 
;will start from AI Hussein' Sports 
City at 8:30 am, and will finish at 
A1 jubciha fiin fair. Proceeds will. 
go towards helping Palestinian 
families in the Occupied territo¬ 
ries. -• •: ‘ • 

• 

• The Ptesidetit of’ Nqor • AI 
-Hussein Foundation (NHF), Mrs 
In'am AI Muffa the US Ambas- 


• Deputizing for the Minister of Culture Dr Mahmoud AI Samra, 
Mr Mohammad Nqjl AI Amayreh, secretary general of the Ministry 
of Culture, opened Tuesday the sculpture-works exhibition of Iraqi art¬ 
ists Jalal AI Zuhairl and Amalld AI Hizbah, at Baladna Art Gallery. 
The exhibition, running for a week, has on display bronze sculptures 
by Jalal and murals of various materials by Amalid. Such exhibitions 
represent a new experience for the Jordanian audience, regarding both 
the materials used and the subject matter presented. 
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• A group of children from the American school in Amman visited 
the Jordan InterContinental Hotel on Tuesday to get acquainted with 
the services offered by the hotel. Ms Lucie Aslo, public relations man¬ 
ager, received the children and guided them on a tour of the different 
sections of the hotel. At ihe end of the visit, a lea party was held and 
souvenirs were distributed to the children. 


was endorsed by the Ministry of 
Planning, provides $375,000 
from the USAID sponsored Pri¬ 
vate Enterprise Technical Re¬ 
sources Assistance Project (PE¬ 
TRA) to promote the 
Foundation's National Handicraft 
-Development Project (NHDP).. 


The funds will be used to sup¬ 
port the activities of the Jordan 
Trade and Design Center 
(JDTC), a key component of the 
(NHDP), which offers training 
and marketing assistance to all 
interested Jordanian producers of 
handicrafts. 






is inaugurated in Aqaba 



By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

LAST THURSDAY, Aqaba wit¬ 
nessed the inauguration of Its 
first SOS village. This village is 
part of a development project 
which started to operate in the 
summer of 1991. Jordan already 
boasts two such villages, which 
function as homes for abandoned 
and parentless children. The SOS 
philosophy is to rear a child in as 
close an environment to a normal 
home situation as possible. 

After carrying out detailed 
studies of the southern region of 
the kingdom, it was found that 
this area would benefit greatly 
from such a project. SOS Nation¬ 
al Director, Lina Khopti, said, 
"Studies were first undertaken 
there so as to see how great the 
need was for such an organiza¬ 
tion. The services of the Aqaba 
SOS are to be extended to the 
southern parts of the kingdom. 11 

She said that 16 children are 
currently being taken care of by 
four ‘mothers' and two 'aunts'. 
These terms are used naturally by 
the children, as they share a 
mother and child relationship 
with these figures. The 'aunts' are 
ladies who act as substitute moth¬ 
ers while they are away on leave. 
A village director and members 
of staff are also part of a typical 
SOS "home.” Khopti said that 
these children come to think of 
the village as "their village, they 
call the mothers ‘mama’, and feel 
that the whole village Is theirs." 

"These mothers, similar to real 
mothers, live in the villago and 
come to think of the parentless 
children as their own and as the 
house they live ip as their house,” 
she added. 

On reaching puberty, the boys 
and girls arc moved to separate 


Agenda 


Films 

I At the Goethe Institute Am¬ 
man, the video film "Winnetou 
und Shatterhand— Im Tal der 
Toteu" will be shown on Satur¬ 
day 9 May at 7 pm. 

• At the British Co uncil, the 
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• The Amm^ Plaza Hotel's 
Ofneriti Manager, MrLoijfe,Ca- 
WWli is leaving, with his wife 
Mlmi to open a new Forte Grand 
Hotel in Malta." • 

^Hisjraceessbr is Charles Bark* 

the Muscat Intemationanffi^S' 


youth houses. Plans are under 
way for a boy's youth house to bo 
built by the end of the year. Ideal¬ 
ly, it should be situated outside 
the village and near the city 
where it is hoped boys will learn 
to become independent under 
SOS guidance. 

According to the director, for a 
child to join he or she must have 
a certain degree of maturity, and 
respond positively to the idea of 
moving to a new place to live. 
However, she disclosed that it is 
mostly teenagers that are brought 
in, through the Ministry of Social 
Development. 

Construction for the Aqaba 
SOS village was funded by the 
Hermann Gmeiner Fund (Gmein- 
er is the founder of SOS), and a 
gram from the Industrial Devel¬ 
opment Bank in Jordan. Running 
costs arc met by private dona¬ 
tions and sponsorship, in other 
words, a child can be sponsored 
at the cost of JD 60 annually and 
a family house at JD 500 annual¬ 
ly- 

The SOS has income- 
generating projects which include 
a bakery, supermarket, kinder¬ 
garten in Sahab, and a vocational 
training center in Amman. In 
Aqaba the supermarket was 
scheduled to function with the of¬ 
ficial opening. 

A sports center open to both 
village members and the public is 
expected to open its doors in 
mid-summer. AH these ventures 
are triggered towards serving the 
public as well as orphaned chil¬ 
dren, and the aim is to integrate 
these children into the communi¬ 
ty through these projects. Ms 
Khopti said: "Like any other 
child in this country, these chil¬ 
dren should have friends from the 
society. 11 ■ 


video film "The Tailor of Glou¬ 
cester" will bo shown on Satur¬ 
day 9 May at 5 pm. . 

Exhibition 

■ At the British Council, the 
"Around the World: People 
and Things" exhibition of the 
photographs of Jacqueline Ven- 
derveldc will be open to the pub¬ 
lic until Monday 11 May. 

■ At the University of Science 
and Technology, in cooperation 
with the Goethe Institute Am¬ 
man, there will be an exhibition 
depicting the chain of social and 
economical developments during 
(he period spanning the end of 
the 19lh century until the ntid- 
Twentics. 

The exhibition will commence 
on Saturday 9 May and will run 
until 13 May. 

■ At Baladna Art Gallery, an 
exhibition entitled "A Salute to 
Palestine" will be opened today. 
7 May, at 5 pm. The exhibition 
is dedicated to Land Day add the 
Intifada. The exhibition, depict¬ 
ing scenes from the struggle and 
daily life of the Palestinians, will 
run until 33 May. 

■ At Alla Art Gallery, the oil 
painting* exhibition of the Iraqi 
, artist Amer AI Obeidl will be 
ppen to public until Tuesday 12 
May. Visitors are welcome daily 
from 10 jam to 1*30 pm and from 
4-7 pm. - 
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Museums in the Islamic world 

the crunch is now 


By HRH Princess WUdan Ali 

The drastic cutbacks in develop¬ 
ment budgets of the oil-rich 
countries in the Middle East 
have been reflected in some cases 
in reduced provisions for the 
arts. Already these allocations 
were meagre; recent changes 
have driven museum curators in 
some countries to despair. Prin- 
«ss Wiidan Ali. vresident of the 




Royal Society of Fine Arts m 
Amman, laments the plight of 
art institutions in the Middle 
East in this article based on her 
recent address to a London semi¬ 
nar on Museums in the Islamic 
World. 

LONDON — MUSEUMS in the 
Islamic world are in crisis due to 
the multiple effects of neglect, 
lack of funding and lack of exper¬ 
tise. The problem is so severe 
that unless immediate help is of¬ 
fered, some museums and 
galleries in the region may actu¬ 
ally hove to close down. 

The concept of uprooting pre¬ 
cious objects from their home of 
centuries and putting them be¬ 
hind glass In a museum is quaint 
enough. But collecting them at 
least has helped to preserve arte¬ 
facts that would otherwise have 
been lost to vandals or the natural 
elements. 

The museums in the Islamic 
world, from the bcsL known ones 
in Baghdad, Cairo, Istanbul, Jeru¬ 
salem, Lahore, Tunis, Bahrain, 
Amman, Beirut and Damascus to 
lesser institutions elsewhere, arc 
alt facing problems of one kind 
or other. The art galleries that 
mainly house collections of paint¬ 
ings, sculpture and ceramics by 
national artists, arc doing only 
marginally better. 

Aside from the difficulties, 
what is common to most antiqui¬ 
ties museums in the Islamic 
world is the richness of their col¬ 
lections. Since the dawn of 
history numerous civilizations 
nave sprouted in the Islamic 
world, leaving their imprints not 
only on local inhabitants but also 
on the rest of the world. The his¬ 
tory of the civilized world was 
first written in the Nile Valley, 
toe Indus Valley, Mesopotamia 
and the Holy Land. Consequent¬ 
ly! all those civilizations and 
more left behind tangible testimo- 
^als of their achievements, 
aainly in the form of monu¬ 
ments, artefacts and scrolls which 
are mostly housed In the mu- 




HRH Princess W^dan AU 

scums of their respective coun¬ 
tries. 

Another thing common to most 
such museums is that they are 
having to cope with a continuous 
discovery of new finds. For ex¬ 
ample in a small country like 
Jordan, at present there are 21 
sites under excavation. Each site 
yields numerous objects that need 
to be registered, studied, docu¬ 
mented and stored. All these 
steps need manpower, money and 
space. 

AH museums housing antiqui¬ 
ties arc run by governments; all 
governments in the developing 
world arc slow in making 
progress; all progress in almost 
all Third World countries is 
weighed down a by lack of gov¬ 
ernment allocated funds, 
bureaucracy and confused and 
shifting priorities. These factors 
have led to a slate of 'deteriora¬ 
tion in national collections. I 
have visited museums where both 
archaeological and art collections 
were literally displayed amidst 
garbage. 

The total lack of involvement 
end interest on the part of the pri¬ 
vate sector in the growth of 
museums has been another set¬ 
back. Most tax laws in the 
developing world do not encour¬ 
age private donors to participate 
in patronizing cultural projects 
and Institutions. * 

The picture is not much bright¬ 
er in the art galleries. Almost all 
of the galleries are run by the 
state and the physical environ- 
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ment of most 
of them is less 
Ilian satisfacto¬ 
ry — for 
example, in¬ 
stead of having 
temperature 
regulators, ris¬ 
ing damp, 
humidity and 
abrasive neon 
lights conspire 
to destroy the 
paper and can¬ 
vas of the art 
works. Natu¬ 
rally, these 
problems vary 
in intensity 
from one mu¬ 
seum to 
another. 
Throughout 
my extensive 
travels in Ihe 
Islamic world 
during the past 
15 years, only Lwo exceptions can 
be cited to what appears to be a 
general rule. 

The first of these is the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Art in 
Amman, founded in 1980, which 
has a unique and extensive col¬ 
lection of contemporary 
paintings, sculptures and ceram¬ 
ics from the Islamic world. It was 
founded and is managed by a 
non-profit private institution, The 
Royal Society of Fine Arts. 

But the gallery is facing a fi¬ 
nancial crisis. Since the 
beginning of 1991 donations 
have been reduced to a trickle. 
The burden Jordan had to shoul¬ 
der due to the Gulf War — 
feeding, sheltering and giving 
medical and other services to 
over one million evacuees (equiv¬ 
alent of one third of Jordan's 
population), in addition to coping 
with over 250,000 expatriates — 
has forced most of ihe gallery's 
patrons to cease their patronage. 
How does it manage? Its bank 
manager has given part of the do¬ 
nation and a credit account, with 
interest of course. For how long 
can it continue? Only God 
knows. 

The second example is Dar AI 
Athar AI Islamiyya which opened 
in Kuwait in 1983. Until it was 
looted and destroyed during the 
Gulf War it was home for the pri¬ 
vate AI Sabah collection of 
Islamic art and it is now under 
restoration. 

In spite of the difference be¬ 
tween the nature of the two 



collections and disparity in their 
budgets, both museums have 
been well kept, efficiently man¬ 
aged and have followed advanced 
methods of computerization for 
their documents. 

Collections in both museums 
have constantly grown. The Jor¬ 
dan National Gallery opened 11 
years ago with 60 works from 16 
Islamic countries in its permanent 
collection; today it owns 1,030 
works from 42 countries, as well 
as a small collection of Oriental¬ 
ist paintings. The collection in 
Kuwait comprised 7,000 pieces 
accrued with great care and ex¬ 
pense over the past 15 years or 
so. 

Both museums are privately 
run and their funds arc mostly 
provided by the private sector 
and both are engaged in local 
community activities with educa¬ 
tional programs for adults and 
children, as well as participation 
in international exhibitions, semi¬ 
nars and meetings. 

This, however, contrasts with 
the unhappy stale of Iraq's own 
museums, damaged or ransacked 
in the Gulf War, and the poor 
state of museums elsewhere. 

It is easy to criticize our gov¬ 
ernments for not adding new 
wings to our museums or restor¬ 
ing national monuments, and 
condemn my people for not giv¬ 
ing enough of their time and 
money for art and culture. Bid 
would I be as comfortable if 1 
were in Khartoum, where they 
have a fabulous collection of 
Coptic art as well as a bloody 
civil war in the south that has 
been going on for almosL half a 
century? Or in Baghdad, where 
cholera and typhoid is rife, while 
its hospitals close down for lack 
of medicine and equipment? 

• Or in Kuwait, where pollution 
from the oil wells set alight dur¬ 
ing the war endangers the lives of 
the elderly and the very young? 

Or In Gaza and the West Bank, 
where a whole nation virtually 
lives under a permanent curfew, 
'stripped of its dignity? 

Or in Beirut, where for 17 
years and in the name of God and 
religion, people have been kid¬ 
napped, raped and butchered 
without knowing why? Or in Cai¬ 
ro, where whole families live' 
among the dead in graveyards for 
lack of housing? 

Or in Kabul, where so-called 
pediatric wards ore filled, with 
scores of demented children who 
have lost their minds after seeing 
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their entire families blown to 
pieces? Or in Dacca, Amman, 
Tehran, Karachi, Tripoli, Aleppo 
— the list is endless. 

I myself, among many, have al¬ 
ways been apolitical and believed 
in art and culture coming right af¬ 
ter religion, as food for the soul. 
Not any more. Like thousands of 
others in my part of the world 
and, in spite of ourselves, politics 
and war, with all the ugliness, im¬ 
morality and cruelty they 
embody, have been forced down 
our throats, obliterating any cul¬ 
tural priority in our lives. 

Through unforeseen, uncontrol¬ 
lable and cruel political and 
military events, two of the most 
successful museums in the Islam¬ 
ic world may come to an end. 
More than one national collection 
may be uprooted and dispersed, 
while the wheels of progress in 
on area spreading over two conti¬ 
nents are reversed for at least half 
a century. 

As long as our people do not 
have control over their fate and 
wealth they will never enjoy 
progress or live to boast of great 
accomplishments, be it in art or 
any other field. When Damascus, 
Baghdad, Cairo, Cordova, Herat, 
Delhi, * Isfahan and Istanbul, 
amongst others, were centers of 
knowledge and cultural enlight¬ 
enment, people held their heads 
high and knew exactly who they 
were and what they wanted. 

For almost a century now the 
West seems to have had all the 
right answers for us. But I have a 
question for you which is essen¬ 
tial in the preservation of all our 
national treasures, including mu¬ 
seums' contents, one that almost 
all out artists, scientists and intel¬ 
lectuals are asking in the Islamic 
world today and in the era of 
neo-colonialism in which we are 
living: Which should come first 
— saving an irreplaceable work 
of art or the life of a human be¬ 
ing? For us, this dilemma has 
certainly hindered and will con¬ 
tinue to hinder all cultural 
progress. 

I put this question believing 
that an International body of 
scholars such as those interested 
in the museums of the Islamic 
world can start the ball rolling to 
safeguard a wealth of cultural 
heritage, as the cities of Venice 
and Fez or the Temple of Abu 
Slmbel were saved, and prevent 
politicians and the military from 
destroying expressions of civili¬ 
zations which belong to the 
whole world, How such a feat 
can be achieved is entirely up to 
you. ■ 

Academic File 
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Simpson and his friends have a 
stupid argument over a little boy 
who sells his personal belongings 
just to buy a magazine. 

9:10 — UEffA Cup Final win¬ 
ners. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Movie of the Week. 
"White Lie" Starring Gregory 
Hines and Anneue OToole: A 
black journalist from New York 
returns to Louisiana after 30 
years to find the (ruth about his 
father who was hanged alter be¬ 
ing accused of raping a white 
woman. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 — Coach. "Don't get mad, 
get Cooly": Hayden and Luther 
have an argument about cars, 
their make and engines; Christine 
tries to participate when Hayden 
sLops her, claiming this is man’s 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — Super Bloopers. 

9:00 — Encouuter. 

9:30 — Varieties. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — French Film. "The 
Split" Starring Jim Brown: Mac, 
a smart and a professional thief, 
decides, along with his gang, to 
steal the proceeds of a sports 
gome. They almost succeeded if 
it wasn't Tot one mistake. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Wings: Joe is tense be¬ 
cause a journalist is on his way to 
interview him and ask questions 
on his life and career as a pilot. 
9:10 — Action Odyssey: A doc¬ 
umentary program about Brie, a 
Norwegian traveller, who sails 
with his family to the North Pole 
and Lhe northern islands 
in search of the Polar 
Bear, 

10:00 — News in Eng¬ 
lish. 

10:20 — Law and Or¬ 
der. "The Torrents of 
Greed": The prosecution 
of a mafia hit-man re¬ 
veals corruption in the 
city. 

MONDAY 


8:30 — Empty Nest 
Nurse Lorraine studies 
Japanese because she is 
in the process of divorc¬ 
ing her husband! 

9:10 — Capital City: 

Hilary, the new dealer at 
Shane dealers, eaerts a 
special effort to save an 
important deal. 

10:00 — News In Eng¬ 
lish. 

10:20 -r Gold. "Bye 
Chris Hampson 1 ’: Two 
gold thieves and a police 
sergeant attempt an as- Slbs, on Friday at 11:10 



sault on Johnny. 

•TUESDAY 

8:30 — Princesses. 

9:10 — Rich Tea and Sympa¬ 
thy: Julia and George continue 
their relationship, and so do her 
mother and bis father, her daugh¬ 
ter and his sou. 

10:00 — News in English,, 

10:20 — Oscar Films. "Over 
the Moon" Starring-Rea Harri¬ 
son: Is there more to life than just' 
haying money. ■ 

WEDNESDAY. •• 

8:30 — Saved by the Bell: The . 
teacher expels Zack from'class. 
9:10 — UEFA Cup Finely— ; 
second leg. Ajax vs Torino. , 5 
10:00 News In English. 

10.20—The other side of para- ' 
dise: Dr Chris saves Aicena from • i 
the Japanese. 

THURSDAY V . • i 

8:30 y— The Simpson; Homer'» 


talk and women have no piece in 
it. 

9:10 — EJI.G, "Running with 
the pack": Dan disobeys orders to 
cover the proceedings of an im¬ 
portant trial. 

10:00—News in English. 

10:20 — Devices and Desires: 
The police work hard to discover 

• the reasons behind Caroline's; 
mysterious death at sea. Mis 
Denson, cm the other hand, hides 
the killer for personal reasons, 

. ll:10.i- Slbs: Desperate to go to 
a charity ball to .see ftank-Sina-. 
. tia, Warren begs 1 .for, and finally 

• gets, two tickets from Nora; War¬ 
ren's date is Npra's sister, Audie, - 

. who is a married Woman. 

FRENCH PROGRAM 

. sAMEpi’; -' " : 

6:00 — Lep tortues Ninja, A • 
cartoon series for children. ; 

LiS.dessous cartes. 
.This episode ..is,.about the. Bps- 

V '' •• 5.:,*'\^ t v> 


nia—Herzegovina in Yugoslavia. 
6:30 — Ln famille Fontaine. 
"Mes vrais parents": Anne- 
Sophic believes that her parents 
are not her real parents. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 Magazine E=M 6 . A 
documentary program. 

DIMANCHE 

5:30 — Michel Vaillant. "Han- B 
na et Ic gang". A cartoon series* 
for children. 

5:45 — Des chiffres el des let- 
tres. A program about the com¬ 
pletion of numbers and letters. 
6:10 — L'Ecole des fans. A pro¬ 
gram where children sing the 
songs of their favourite singers. 
Tonight's guest is Yvette Homer, 
7:00 — News in French. 

7:00 Carnet de notes. A pro¬ 
gram on classical music. 

LUNDI 


6:00 — Les jeu des ani- 
maux. The program is 
about the composing of 
names for animals. 

6:10 — Le monde sous- 
marin de Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau. A documen¬ 
tary program about the 
marine life. "La tragddie 
des Saumons Rouges," 
7:00 —News in French. 
7:15 — The Weekly 
Sports Magazine. 

MARDI 

6:00 — Le client: the 
story is about a woman 
who has an antique shop. 
6:08 — Lea tortues Nin¬ 
ja. "L’annivcrsaire dc 
Michclarige". A cartoon 
series for children. 

6:30 — Marc et Sophie. 
A series about two doc¬ 
tors. 

7:00 — News in French. 
7:15 — Varieties. A se¬ 
lection of French songs. 

MERCREDI 


6:00 — Le monde est a vous. 
The guest is Patrick Sebastlen. A 
variety and a Cultural program. 

7:00—News in French. 

7:15 — Intertropique. The agri- . 
culture magazine on Africa. 

. ; jeudi 

’ 1 .■ • ■. ’• I 

6:00 — Sanchiaires sauvages. 

A documentary program." 

6:30 — Maguy. A series about 
Maguy and her husband. 

7:00 — Npws in French. 

. 7 - cirque dii soleil. In- : 
ternationai circust ' j. 

= ■ :• VENpREDI 

5:3p — La; inaison dans la 
dune, A deteciiye film that jakeis 1 
pkwe in 1935, on. tHe Frcnch- ' 
Belgian bdrderi . • , • 

,7:0J — News Ip iYerich, ; ■ 

7:15 • —;"Cato* vert. "La; ca- • 
‘"We sujTil do 1 'efiu." A dooil- li 
';mehtn^;btqg|fiii,;,' ' •;***-: 



ARIES (3! March - 19 April): A family problem could interfere 
with progress at work. Try to resolve tilings quickly and get on 
with the job at hand. Avoid borrowing or lending money. Read 
agreements carefully before signing. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Watch yoiu step liimiieiolly a 
practical approach is essential. Relatives will assist, but strings 
arc attached. Permit someone close to you to take more initiative. 
A platonic relationship deepens. 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): A good time for journeys, educa¬ 
tion and long-range planning. Make an intelligent concession to 
someone you love. The key is lo Ixj sensitive lo others' needs. Re¬ 
strain an urge lo gamble. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Show more affection to your loved 
ones. You have energy, initiative and stamina. Make your pres¬ 
ence felt! An authority figure will be impressed. Use moderation 
around food and drink. 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): Sort out fact from fiction. An un¬ 
biased opinion will shed new light on a personal dilemma. Short 
hips are useful to increase profits. Romance is featured later this 
week. Plan n glamorous outing. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 September): Take care of Ixiokkcepitig 
chores and pay the bills. A relative or neighbor confides a prob¬ 
lem. Avoid making judgements, hut exchange ideas. Distant plac- 
. es beckon. Travel is not the cure for your restlessness. 

LIBRA (23 September - 22 October): A hurst of creativity could 
produce immediate profits. Exploration in uncharted areas is indi¬ 
cated. Be specific when describing your plans lo higher-ups. Im¬ 
print your own personal style. 

SCORPIO (23 October * 21 November): You may have too 
many irons in the fire. Sec what you can do to gel belter organ¬ 
ised. Friendship and money may not mix; use caution. What you 
want is available; reach for itl 

SAGITTARIUS (22 NovciiiIxt - 21 Decern I vr): Avoid msiiing. 
Practical matters take precedence over strictly fiui pursuits. Con¬ 
sult someone who recently confided in you. A favor could be re* 
paid. Rclnx at home this evening. 

CAPRICORN (22 December - !*J January): Adopt a conserva¬ 
tive approach lo handling finances Keep your savings in the lunk. 
Follow the orders of disciplined i>coplc. A |Krst»nul relationship 
will improve if you employ more tact. 

AQUARIUS (20 January - 18 February): Tend to any health 
problems. Good nutrition is vital. Ymir relatives are willing to as¬ 
sist with big jobs. Take them up on ilicii offer. Teamwork accom* 
plislics great things! 

PISCES (19 February - 20 March): Past efforts bring new re¬ 
wards. A member of the opposite sex with romantic notions may 
also have extravagant tastes. Be honest about your financial situa¬ 
tion, See people as they really are. 

THIS WEEK'S CHILDREN nrc capable of doing many things 
, at the same lime and thrive on variety. There always seems to be 
plenty of hustle and bustle around these lively youngsters. The 
world of communications holds strong appeal and could lead w 8 
career in broadcasting. Give these youngsters as much Freedom as 
possible. If they feci hemmed in, they will kick over the wees* 
Books and crossword puzzles are wonderful gifts for these cim* 
ous children. They want to find out how things work and sit ® 18 
their discoveries with others. 


. 
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End of the American dream 

Continued from page 10 

lion of power is uneven. Wc'vc got to figure out a new mechanism to 
lalk to one another. In the San Fernando valley the notion of the job of 
the police department is to protect the property and wealth of white 
people." 

"This is a city with neighborhoods that are very distant," said Mi¬ 
chael Woo, the city councilman who represents Hollywood, which was 
heavily burned and looted. "Below the cosmopolitan slteen on the sur¬ 
face, there is a lot of racial tension. It does not take much to lifi the lid 
on the rales the city depends on. This is a city built by the dreams of 
optimists who left other places to make a belter life. This is still a 
dream. My worst fear is that the middle class leaves and ethnic groups 
are pitted against each other." 

On Saturday, Craig Sasser, second vice president of the Los Angeles 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, said 
profound change is possible only if black people look primarily to 
themselves. "We can't depend on white people to rebuild the commu¬ 
nity or wait for some handout from the government or the Los Angeles 
business association to make things right," he said in a telephone inter¬ 
view from his office in the South-Central section of the city. 

Mr Sasser said he and a growing number of blacks are advocating 
that working blacks begin to pool their money lo set up a fund to spur 
thc return of businesses to the hardest hit areas of the city. Long before 
the unrest, he said, white-controlled banks demonstrated that they will 
not support blacks. The question now is how Los Angeles will respond 
to rebuilding. Many say the city needs more vigorous leadership than 
can be provided by the 74-years-old Mayor, whose office is so weak 
that he nas not been able to remove Police Chief Daryl F. Gales, or by 
the rudderless, parochial 15-mcmber City Council. 

"This is the alarm bell that If we did not respond in 1965, we certain¬ 
ly would be blind if wc do noL respond now," said Warren Christopher, 
the lawyer who headed the independent inquiry into the police beating. 
With all our wealth and success we'd better take this second chance.” 

And as the events and their implications deepened, and disorder 
spread to San Francisco, Atlanta, New York and other cities, it was so¬ 
bering to know that all this was not something confined to Los An¬ 
geles, or something that could easily be solved by local leadership. 
"We arc the fuluro," said Dean Weinstein. "What is happening to us 
here is already happening to other major cities. It is hard lo imagine 
how these kinds of questions can be addressed without Federal atten¬ 
tion. It means a whole reordering of domestic priorities." ■ 

New York Times 
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Print aurpri*e answer here: 41 


Now arrange lhe circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 



TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1. Tears in Heaven, Eric 
Clapton. Reprise 

2. Save the Best for 
Last, Vanessa Williams. 
Wing 

3. Remember the Time, 
Michael Jackson. Epic 

4. To Be With You. Mr. 
Big, Atlantic 

5. I Love Your Smile, 
Shan ice, Motown 

6. I'm Too Sexy, Bight 
Said Fred. Charisma 

7.1 Can't Dance, Genesis, 
Aliantic 

8. Good for Me, Amy 
Grant. A&M 

9. Masterpiece, Allantic 
Starr, Reprise 

10. Breakin' My Heart, 

Mini Condition, 

Perspective 

TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 

1. Thelma & Loulso, Su¬ 
san Sarandon, Gcena Da¬ 
vis. MCiMAIA Hume 
Videu ([{-1991) 

2. Regarding Henry, 
Harrison Ford. Annette 
Bening. Paramount Home 
Videu (PG-13-1991) 

3. Point Break, Patrick 
Su’nsve. Keanu Reeves, 
Fox Video (R-1991) 

4. Harley Davidson and 
the Marlboro Man, 
Mickey Rourke and Don 
Johnson, MGM/UA Home 
Video (R-1991) 

5. Don't Tell Mom the 
Babysitter's Dead, 
Christine Applegate. Joan¬ 
na Cassidy, HBO Video 
(PG-13-1901) 

6. Mobsters, Christian 
Slater. Patrick Dempsey, 
MCA/Universal Home 
Video (R-1991) 

TOP COUNTRY 




1. Ropin’ the Wind, 

Garth Brooks, Capitol 

2. No Fence*, Garth 
Brooks, Capitol 

3. Maverick, Hank Wil¬ 
liams Jr., Curb 

4. Garth Brooks, Garth 
Brooks, Capitol 

6. It's AU About to 


About to 


Change, Travis Tritt, 
Warner Bros. 

6. What Do X Do With 
Me, Tanya Tucker, Capitol 

7. Put Yourself in My 
Place, Pam Tfflis, Arista 

8 . All I Can Be, Collin 
Jtaye, Epic 

9. Pocket Full of Gold, 

Vince GUI, MCA 
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Fit! 


Smokers need to-sup¬ 
plement their calcium in¬ 
take. Nicotine has a mild 
calcium-depleting effect. 
Calcium supplementa¬ 
tion will help avoid 
breaking bones in ac¬ 
cidents. 

Cl 99?. TrtnmB Media Services 
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Chuckwalla 

(Sauromalus obesus) 

Home: Rocky deserts of Southern California, 
Nevada, Utah, Arizona, Mexico 

Habits: Hides under rocks or in crevices at 
night, emerges in morning to bask in sun. Eats 
leaves, buds flowers, often from the creosote 
bush. 

Claim to fame: Folds of skin on its sides are 
accessory lymph glands In which it can store 
liquid, when available, for use In prolonged dry 
spells. When dlstubed, chukwalla gulps air to 
distend its body and wedge Itself tightly in place. 
This serves as protection tom predators. The 
Detroit Zoo has a chuckwalla. 

SOURCE: Detroit Free Press, “Macrr Jlan Illustrated Animal 
Encyclopedia ;' 1 Research by NANCY ROSS-FLANIGAN 


HVI DEO VIEW 

By Jay Bobbin 

(Ratings for each film begiu with an "asterisk" 
rating — one moaning “poor," four meaning "excel¬ 
lent” — followed by the Motion Picture Association of 
America rating, and then by a family-viewing guide, 
the key for which appears below.) 

STARTING THIS WEEK: ’!LITTLE MAN 
TATE" (Orion, $92.98): Jodie Foster made her direc¬ 
torial debut with this gently affecting drama, in which 
she also stars as the mother of a prodigy (Adam Hann- 
Byrd) whose enrollment in a school for the gifted 
causes some unforeseen problems, since a psychologist 
(Dianne Wiest) has her own ideas of what would be 
beat for him. Singer Harry Connick Jr. makes an 
acting appearance, *** (PG: AS, P) 

‘MY OWN PRIVATE IDAHO" (Columbia/Tri- 
Star/New Line, $92.86): Director Gub ("Drugstore 
Cowboy") Van Sant Jr.-earned critical acclaim for hiB 
drama of two young hustlers — well-played by Keanu 
Reeves and River Phoenix — who struggle to come to 
grips with the lifestyle they've chosen while they're on 
the move. For his performance, Phoenix won on award 
from the Venice Film Festival. *** (R: AS, N, P, V) 

"THE TAKING OF BEVERLY HILLS” (Colum- 
bla/Tri-Star, $92.86): After he left TV's "Wiseguy," 
Ken Wahl found another dose of action in this adven¬ 
ture, playing a foQtball veteran who becomes the one 
person able to stop an evil genius’ (Robert Davi) 
vengeful scheme to loot all of the swank businesses on 
Rodeo Drive. Matt ("Doctor, Doctor”) FreWer co- 8 tara 
as an able assistant to the sudden hero. ** (R; AS, P, 
V > 

COMING SOON: "LATE FOR DINNER” (Co¬ 
lumbia/Tri-Star, Apr. 29): Ex-"China Beach" co-star 
Brian Wimmer plays one of two cryogenicaily frozen 
pale newly defrosted.' (PG) 

"PASTIME", (SV 8 /Triumph, Apr, 20): William 
("Wiseguy") Russ stars in a baseball drama featuring 
appearances by several real-life greats of the game. 
(PO) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult situa¬ 
tions; N, nudity; P, profanity; V, violence; OV, particular¬ 
ly graphic violence. 


CHER1LYN SARKISIAN IS _ 
BETTER KNOWN AS .. ■ — * 


ALL THE PEOPLE ON EARTH 
CAN PIT HERE... WHERE-? 
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Would You 
Believe. 

In the ninth century, 
there was a Holy Roman 
emperor by the extremely 
colorful name of Guido of 
Spoleto. 

• * * 

In India, a condemned 
man was granted mercy 
after his hangman fainted 
on the job. It was to be 
the hangman^ first 
execution. 

* * + 

Car wrecks kill nearly 
60,000 people each year 
in the United States. 

* * * 

You have to be at least 
18 years old to buy a con¬ 
dom in Ireland. 

• * * 

In January 1966, 38 
inches of rain fell on Ha¬ 
waii in the course of just 
24 hours. 

* * * 

A recent record for an 
ovarian cyst belonged to a 
woman in California. 
Doctors at Stanford Uni¬ 
versity removed a 303- 
pound cyst from the 34- 
year-old patient. 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE + 


THE EAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 


ACROSS 

38 Sufficient: 

4 Quiet — 

36 "It - to 

1 Violin, 

poetic 

mouse 

know..." 

for short 

39 British 

5 Holds back 

40 - Kettle 

6 Romantic 

composer 

6 Ms. Ross 

42 Fish eggs 

Isle 

40 Medlterra* 

7 Exchange 

43 Family 

10 Peruvian 

nean island 

premium 

group 

14 Abode 

41 Did again 

8 On the — 

45 "The rocke- 

15 Mild oath 

43 Walking 

(fleeing) 

et's red —" 

16 Tide 

aids 

9 Paragon 

10 Out the 

46 Serve as 

17 In single 

44 Pigeon- 

an omen 

file 

45 Happy 

Other" (Sam 

47 Wild ox 

19 Heraldry 

46 Uses a tub 

Levanson 

46 Hardy girl 

term 

49 Blue-print 

book) 

49 Kind of 

20 — Plaines 

50 Roam 

11 Roman 

moss 

21 Too 

53 Rare avis 

tyrant 

50 Insect 

22 Palmer of 

54 Exclusive 

12 Phone 

51 Can. prov. 

golf 

24 Oleaginous 

57 Medicine 

13 Imitated 

52 Fabric 

measure 

18 Friend 

coforer 

25 Pivot 

58 At hand 

23 Hit and — 

55 Opposite 

26 Wary 

59 Gabble 

24 Counting 

of gross 

28 Time way 

60 Relax 

words 

56 Table 

back 

81 Feminine 

25 Gape at 

scrap 

32 City on the 

suffix 

26 Old hag 

Rhone 

62 Rose petal 

27 Let 


33 Spread-hand 
measure 

essence 

28 Use money 

29 Theater or 

• 

34 Disorder 

DOWN 

church area 


35 Shed 

1 Like tame 

30 Patelea 


feathers 

horses 

31 Volcano 

• 

36 “Over-" 

2 Sound 

32 US: abbr. 


37 —example 

3 Hasregret8 

33 Tear to 
bits 
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JORDAN BRIDGE 



tty <• bass mi Ghancni 


One more Damascus Hand 

OUR BROTHER In charge of the Damascus 
Bridge Association had put the foundation and 
infrastructure of a new annual festival in the 
Bast Arab regions . 

This festival would form a regular triangle with 
Cairo and Amman festivals to reinforce the re¬ 
gional bridge activities in the area. 

Three important aspect we should all work to 
improve them in order to help creating a good 
plying, atmosphere: Marketing, orga nization 
and arbitration. Back to bridge, here is a hand I 
declared dining the third session of the open 
pairs against two friends who were first at that 

AfAlVa 


A TO753 
Y AK 6 4 2' 

♦ A 

♦ K98' 


* A J9 2 
Y J S'7 

♦ 8*3 
*A7« 

: . v!‘: 


■ N i 

W s E l 

> KQ64 

;■ Y-S3:' 

.‘♦'K9T2 

♦ 07 5 


* 8 - ■ 

Y Q109. :, ' 

♦ QJ1054 1 

♦ 10432 


We reached the normal contract of 44 which 1 
played as South. West led the ♦A and continued 
the suit to the ♦K in dummy, 

I cashed the 4A, played a small heart to my 
king, West won and played his last club which I 
won m hand. 

I cashed the 4Q to discover the bad split of the 
trumps, but I cashed the 4K, ruffed a diamond, 

cashed the YA and the YK and ruffed a heart in 
my hand. 

With two cards remaining, the situation was: 

_ (North) 4 10 Y 6 
(West) 4J9 (East) ♦ 110 

(South) 46 49 

■ ■When I played my 49 towards dummy, I made 
the 410 en passant. 

The continuous chib leads renewed my com¬ 
mon cation, therefore comes the importance of 
cash% the 4A at : trick 3 of before cashing the 
the end position; couldn't be reached unless 
H is cached. 1 

1 Anything from the defence 

pOint of vfew7 West should have ducked the 4 K 
without hesitation! Then things Would have heen 
roorp difficult for declarer, to reach the same sit- 
ti^km declarer should stop collecting trumps 

'■«2 ^ previously described 

: f v^jhfficult decision on the able, the 

hand is a laydown ifthe4A is in the BnstWt 



"I’m worried about Frank these days.... 
It seems he Just can't unwind .' 1 



While their owners sleep, nervous little dogs 
prepare for their day. . 



Suddenly,. Fish end Wildlife agents burst 
In on MarkTfaM's poaching.operation. 
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Diplomatic.Corps 

....ggjjg 

Australian .. ilAhfl 

Austrian Embassy...674750 

Bahrain.6M14K 

Belgian.£*?I?| 3 

Canadian... 666124 

Chilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.877589 

Czechoslovakian .665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.622324 

Finnish Consulme ...623443 

French .. 641273/4 

German....689351 

Greek.672331 

Hungarian......816614 

Indian... 637262 

Iraqi .639331 

Italian... 638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese..672486/7 

Yugoslavian ........665107 

Kuwaiti......675135/8 

Libyan ......666118 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan...641451 

Netherlands ..........637967/625165 

Indonesian. 828911 

North Korean ...666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine...677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Pliillipincs... 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 644331/2 

Romanian ..;.667738 

Saudi Arabian.. 814154 

South Korean ..660745/6 

Spanish .. ......622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish .....669177/9 

Swiss.,..........686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Slates of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP.66817 If? 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

(Taiwan). 671530 

UNICEF. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka ...... 

Con. of Iceland 


Airlines 


Arab Air Cargo.674191/95 

Acrudol....641510 

Air France..666055 / 667824 

Air India .675888/9 

|Air Lanka .655377/651799 

Alitalia.6X5203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways .. 641430 

China Airlines.63738Q 

Calhay Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air.. 630011 

Emirates Airllnes.662141/678321 

Gulf Air.653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines.639295 

bflria.637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air Lines ...630879 

K.L.M ...622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines. 630144 

Libyan Arab Airlines .... 643831/2 

Lufthansa.'.. 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.E.A... 636104 

Olympic.630125/638433 

PJA . 625981 

Phi lippine Airlines ..670155 

Polish Airlines. 625981 

ganlas.641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian.. 678321 

gabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudis-..,,...;^..;_.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines ....604649 

Singapore Airlines.... 676177 

Sudan Airlines... 662111 

Swiss Air (Ols.A.).642943 

Air;.. 629831 

.—..622147 

i TARCOMr Romanian...637380 

Jhri Airway...... 604649 

Trtns World Airline.. 623430 

Turkish Airlines 659102 

Aifwayi.,;;.;...628175 

• yu 80alav Airlin es.. 604911 

' . .. _ ’ ■ * 1111 ‘ i -lvT” 



Diary 


Activities 


Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre.. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library.637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


Rent-a-car 


Cinemas 


Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Plaza. 674111 

Philadelphia.. 634144 

Nijoum.675571 


Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City. 

Orthodox Club. 

Royal Automobile Club... 

Royal Shooting Club.. 

Royal Chess Club. 

Royal Racing Club.09- 

Joidan Bridge Assoc. 


Hotels 


667181 

810491 

8154.10 

736572 

673713 

801233 

.676990 



. 668958 

Al-Jabal . 

Kada . 

.606669 

.665161/665153 

Al-Labadi . 

.813554 

.639197/8 

Ncbo. 

. 816792 


. 605501 

Rabbit Amman.... 

. 672424 


.639861 

Al-Samcr. 

.771707 

Salclitc. 

.625767/621471 

Star... 


Tignr. 

. 671931 

Tmst. 

. 673312 

Al-Waha . 

. 674105 

Abu Dcggc. 

.644642/644906 

Amin Jarrar (Avis). 670498 


. 666327 

Arabian.. 

.641350 


.08/51000 

Budget . 

.604230 


. 669970 


.660601 


.601350/80 

Gbncral Services 


Gulf.. 

. 660902 


Amman 
Crown. 

..798181 

. 663100 

Marriott. 

.... 660100 
. 660000 


.665094 

InterContinental. 

. 641361 

..... 665186 


.665181 


. 667150 


. 661121 

Tycho . 

.661114 

. 841712 


. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

Amra . 

.(08) 51000 
.... 815071 
. 674111 

Aqaba 

..312426 


. 3 14340 


. 314131 


.313521 


.J16250 


..314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

.316636 


Important Numbers 

Emergencies 

Amman Govcmuraic..91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept..661 111 

Ambulance.193.775111 

Amman fire bridgade.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resucc.630341 

Police rescue.621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khnlcdi M atemity.644281 /6 

Aklch Maternity.642441 /2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmcisani.....664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

lialian-Al-Muhajrccn.....7771Ql/3 
Al-Bashlr. Ashrafich ....775111/26 

Army, M ar ka..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital.674155 

General 

Jordan Television..773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service..623101 


The 




Star 


Jordan’s political, oconomlo 
and cultural weakly 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Mad aba and Jcrash 
(4ill to 18th centuries). The Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Opening hours: 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round.Closcd 
T\iesdays.Tcl:651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al- 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m -5 p.m.). Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by I9lh century 
Orientalist artists. Munuzah. Jabal 
Wclbdch. Hours 10 a.m.-5:00p.m. 
Closed Tucsdays.Tcl. 630128. 


Churches 


St. Joseph Church: (RomanCath¬ 
olic) Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Wcibdeh, 
Tel. 637440. 

De luSulle Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Husscin.Tel. 661757. 

Terrasanctn Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Wcibdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383, 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephriam Church: (Syriac 
Orthodox) Ashrafich. Tel 771751. 

Ammon International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in 
SJuncisani, Tel. 827981. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Urn As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 



Algeria.. 

Argentina.■*».J 4 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia. 61 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. ^ 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. 

Belgium. JZ 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil. 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Braziliiafil 

Bulgaria.:. 

Sofia 2 

Canada.. 1 

Ottawa613 

Chile. 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus. 

Nicosia?! . 

Czechoslovakia. 

Pregue2 n 

Denmark. . ..... 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
. Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador-.-.v;.' 39 " 

Quito 2 . 

Egypt-..*....- 

Cano 2 . . . . ,«a 

Eire,........,—.■. 

Dublin 1 1 
Cork 21 

Finland..-... 

HelsirfkiO 

France.. 




hhM. 


Paris 1 

Germany W.49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.30 

Athens/Pirscus 1. 

India.- 91 

Banglore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,23.4,5,6,7, & 8. 


Indonesia.,.. 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.-■■■■ 

Rome 6 

Iraq.. 

Baghdadi 

Japan....«—'■ 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya. 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait. 

Korea.■■■■.. 

Sepul 2 

.■ LibyaM..»„...;. 

Tripoli 21 ■ 

Lebanon..;. 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia........ 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

: Mexico............ 

Mexico .City 5 
Morocco........ 

Rabat? 
i. Netherlands 


■ Amsterdam 20 

■ Rotterdam 10 

North Ycmcn....i.. 

AIBaydafi 
Hodddah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

‘Nigeria... 

Lagos 1 

Norway..,. 

Oslo 2 

Oman....... 

Pakistan...,;....... 

Karachi'21 
Lahore42 ' 

Pcshawdr 521 •* • 

. Ravfalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay.... 

Asuncion 54 

Pent...- 

Lima 14 

Philippines....... 

Manila 2 

Poland.. 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar..... 

. Romania.. ...... 

Bucharest 0 1 ■ ; 1 

- Saudi Arabia...•' 

Al-Khobar3 
; Al-Madina4 
Dammam 3 
; ‘ Jeddah2 
Mecca 2 • 

Riyadh 1 

l, Spain...... 

i Barcelona 3 ’ 

i • '.Madridl 


Morbclla52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lnnka............. 

Colombo 1 

Sudan......................... 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden............... 

Stockholm 8 

Syria.......................... 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan....... 

Taipei 2 

Thailand... ............... 

Bangkok2 

Tunisia....... 

Tunis 1 

Turkey.....1. 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

• UAE. 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
A1 Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl52 
Ras A1 Khaim ah 77 
Sharjah 6 
Umm A1 Quwain 6 

UK.___... 

London (inner 71/ouler 81) 

Uruguay.. i........ 

Montevideo 2 

. USA..:... 

New York212/718 : 
Washington 202 
ussr..:.;.,..;............. 

Moscow 095. 

Venezuela.... . 

; Caracas 2 

: 'Yugoslavia....;.. 






















































































































































































































































































